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T TS neither Prejudice againſt Mr W. ( ſome 


e whoſe Books I read with Pleaſure and 
| , Profil) nor a Diſpoſedneſs to cenſure any 
» - ſerious, humble, careful, Enquirers, who can't be, 
| perſuaded of the proper Eternity of Hell Torments,, 
| that has induced me to publiſh this little Trat; but a 
4 Concern for important Truth, and Apprebenſſons of the 
* malignant Tendency of contrary Sentiments. 
be Principal of theſe are two; one aſſerts, That all 
the Damned will be at Length reſtored to the Fa- 
vour of God: The- other, That after their being 
-puniſhed, or tormented for a Time, an End wi 
be put to their Sufferings, or Torments, by. an utter, 
Deſtruction of their Beings. Of what Antiquity the, 
former of theſe Opinions is, I can't ſay. . The latter, 
was undoubtedly aſſerted by that half-taught Catechn- 
men, Arnobius ; and before him by the Gnoſticks and 
Valentinians. Theſe are the Original Guides that 
Mr W. follows, but without knowing it. The Scrip- 
ture (which all ſhould ſubmit to as the ſole Standard 
of Divine Truth) ſound Reaſon, as aſſiſted by Scrip- 
ture Light, and the moſt reputable of the Antients, as 
Juſtin Martyr, Irenæus, &c. with the main Body 
of ſerious Chriſtians and Divines in all Ages, are 
plainly and certainly againſt him upon this awful Sub- 
Jett. — But inſtead of a larger Preface, which there 
is no Room for, let me annex a Tranſlation of the 
 tbree Paſſages quoted at the Bottom of the Title Page. 
„/e treat not, ſays Tertullian, of low trivial 
« Matters, but of the Eternity of Life and Death.” 
Heaven and Hell, with the endleſs Joys of the one, 
and the no leſs perpetual Miſeries of the other, are 


Bere \ [et before us. 
2 * A 2 « Chriſt 


P R E F A C E. 


. Chriſt Jeſus, the Son of God, fa 5 — 22 
WE ora to ſave them who are A. aved, 
44 


« fudge them uubo are to be. judged, ca 
« laſting Fire them uubo are 3 of the Truth.” | 
— Ta ihe 6 fame. Purpoſe he writes elſewhere, — Tx; | 
acc b. N -» - £1; Te aα¹²ο vp Lu x. 
& The Ungoddy,. Blaſphemers, and all other Sinners, 
& de will fend into the everlaſting Fire; Nur to 
« the Righim and Holy, Be will grant Immortall- 
« ty and eternal Glory.“ Lib. 1. p. 50. Paris Et. | 
. i to that Man, ſaith the Lord, It bad Been 
& better fur him not ta be born, than that be ſhould 
* caft. a Stumbling-Block in the Way of a one of 
Tae Beg, or roorthrow the Faith of any au Ui 
« mine Elf.” With theſe Words of Clemens Alex. 
andrinus vo thoſe of My. W's Ignatius, cited 
Blmſelf, p. 63. They who endeavour to corrupt t 
Church of Chrift ſhall ſuffer everlaſting Pee 
4 ment, aumαναα TIGS01 rx ſuch an one * 45 
«© into Hil” ah | 
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AGE 8. laſt Line, read, the” len al., p 15 
line 12. . P. 19. line 2. Myhen, line 1. of Notes, 
dend 10 before br. p. 20. line 1. of Notes, dele- ar. 3 
line." 16, provided. p. 46. line 16. for /aft read lafts. p. 48. 
line 14. dele ap- at the End. line * for to the read is 1. 
line 25. for aſia, Hr read a. FEES 26 le the ff Comma. 
line 28. read Cities. p. 57. line 4 read deceived p. *. 
* 8. — obliges. | 
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AND THE 


TormnxTs of HELL 
CONSIDERED. . 


WE VII Men and Seducers, 1275 the 
RF Apoſile , ſhall wax worſe and 
worſe, deceiving and being de- 
ceived.“ The Seducers, or falſe 
5 Teachers, of the Apoſtle's Time 
were, it ſeems, evil Men; which is a Character 
not of meer Ignorance, but of Impiety and In- 
ſiaceriey. Whatever theſe Men were, in point of 
natural or acquired Abilities, they were - in{iricere? 
ungodly Perſons: Men whoſe Minds were blind- 
bes and en en perverted, by the gavern- 

| B ing 


IE 2 Tim, iii.,13. When the Anticnts ſpeak of FY Helle. 
without any . afix'd, generally, if not-always,. they 
mean the Apollle Paul. 


2 = 4 
\ ** q 
* Tp 
F 


2 A Cbaracter of the Primitive Hereticks... . 
ing Influence of evil Affections. As ſuch, they 
were liable, of themſelves, to wax worſe and 
worſe in every reſpect; to proceed from one dan- 
gerous Error, and Degree of Impiety, to another, 
Accordingly it was foretold, by no leſs a Man 
than the Apoſtle Paul, that being left to them- 
- ſelves, (not reſtrained by the Providence and 
| Grace of God) theſe falſe Teachers would really 
become more and more obſtinately Erroneous and 
Ungodly : (The latter End was likely to be much 
worſe with them than the Beginning :) They, at 
the ſame Time, taking no ſmall Pains to infuſe 
the Venom of their corrupt pernicious Principles 
into others, and being given up to a Spirit of Er- 
ror, and ſtrong Deluſion themſelves. Unto whom 
of our modern Anti-Trinitarians, Pelagians, and 
other Corrupters of the Chriſtian Faith, this fevere 
Cenſure of an inſpired Penman is juſtly applicable, 
tis not for me, or any other fallible Perſons, tho? 
much learneder, wiſer, and better than I am, to 
determine. I preſume not to apply either the 
hateful Characters of it, or the awful Prediction, 
to Mr V. Whiſton. | | 
This Gentleman, tho? learned, diligent, inde- 
fatigable, ſerious, is admired by none, that I know 
of, for the Delicacy of his Taſte, or the Juſtneſs 
and Solidity of his Reaſonings. In regard to theſe 
Talents his beft Friends acknowledge him defi- 
cient, With many, who have no manner of Pre- 
judice agairſt him, he paſſes for a very wild, fan- 
ciful, extravagant, Writer both in Divinity and Phi- 
hojophy. Allowing that the Gentleman dogs not 
deſign ill, and that the Learned are indebted to him 
for ſeveral ingenious. Performances, or Attempts 
of his, (as a Theoriſt, a Chronologer, an Aſtro- 
nomer, a Mathematician, a Lecturer on Sir aac 
Newton's Philoſophy, &c.) *tis notwithſtanding the 
_ Complaint of many, that this learned ne 


Mr Whiſton animadverted upon. 3 
has done rather more than almoſt any other pro- 
feſsd Chriſtian Divine, to gratify the Infidels of 
our Age, and to grieve the Minds of ſincere un- 
derſtanding Chriſtians; by his bold Attempts to 
depreciate and enlarge b the ſacred Canon; by his 
zealous, unwearied Oppoſition to the true, ſupreme, 
Deity of the Son and Spirit of God; by his occa- 
ſional Attacks on other capital Articles of the 
Faith of the Goſpel. ;; and h) a poſitive, peremp- 
tory, conceited, manner of writing on all Occa-# 
ſions ; even upon thoſe Subjects in regard to which 
his declared Sentiments conſiderably differ from 
thoſe of the generality of learned Divines, and 
ſerious, thinking, judicious Chriſtians, A Speci- 
men of all this is given us in a late Tract pub- 
u ep | liſhed 


t Mr I. is guilty, we think, of three very great Faults in 
regard 6 ü feed: non. (1.) He 5 When in 
- his Eſſay towards refloring the true Text of the Old Teflament, 
he maintains, that our Hebrew Copies are conſiderably cor- 
rupt ; and in his Ey on the Apofiolical Conflitutions, that our 
New Teſtament is not the Rule of Faith and Practice to Chri- 
ſtians. and that if his pretended HE Conflitutions are not 
Genuine, Chriſt bas left his Church unprovided in the prin- 
-cipal-Concern' of al:.—(2;) He enlarges it. For he adds to the 
Old Teſtament ſeveral of the Apocryphal Books commonly 
bound up with our Bibles, with be Revelation of Moſes, 
Teftaments of | the twelve Patriarchs. And to the New N. 
ment he adds his Apoflolica! Conſtitutions, Clement“ ! 
Epiſlas, (the latter of which was really a Work of the third 
Century) Hermas, ian Epiſtles, &c. (3.) He curtail: it; 
taking away the Books of Ezra, and Eſther (in lieu of which 
he gives us the firſt Apocryphal E/dras and the Aporryphal 
Efther,) and the Song of Songs ; which he boldly cenſures as a 
' filly, profane, obſcene Book ; tho' there is good Evidence of 
its being originally, written in Hebrew, and receiv'd as a Part 


of Canonical Scripture by the Fes, while they continued 0 
be God's People; as well as of its being acknowledged by the 
Primitive Chriſtians, and inſerted in the antienteſt Catalogues 
of ſacred Canonical Books yet extant, all which is more than 
can be prov'd either of the Apocryphal Books of Z/ras, gr 
any of the reſt added to the ſacred Canon conimonly Teceiv'd 
dy chis bold fanciful Writer. | | 
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7 Mr W. and bis Writings _ 
"liſhed with this Title. The Eternity of Hell 
„% Torments conſider'd; or a Collection of Texts 
« of Scripture, and Teſtimonies, of the three firſt 
« Centuries, relating to them, c.“ This Tract 
does not confine itſelf, either to the ſacred Canon 
of Scripture for the Authorities it appeals to, or 
to the awful tremendous Subject that the Title Page 
Yropoſes to be conſidered. The Author of it hay- 
the formerly .hinted to the Publick ſome Scruples 
as to the Etermiy of the Torments of Hell, and 
® having ſince bat taken upon him, once and again, 
to be a more free Cenſor of that awful Doctrine; 
he at length expreſſes himſelf much more boldly 
than ever: "HE not only takes the Liberty to que- 

- "Rion the Eternity, or proper Everlaſtingneſs, of 
Hell Torments, which perhaps ſome very ſerious 
tender-hearted Chriſtians may ſecretly incline to do; 
but is as confident of the contrary, as tho' there was 
not ſo much as 1fingle Text that feems to, favour 
it. Havipg told us of three very eminent Per- 
ſons e to whom this frightful Doctrine was very 
unacceptable; and having ſignified to us, that 
„Was this Doctrine, for certain, a real Part of 
'« Chtiſtianity, it would be a more inſuperable 
Objection againſt it, than any or all the preſent 
Object ions of Unbelievers put together ;” he 
then condemns it as no leſs abſurd and reproachful 
to Chriſtianity than the Atbanaſian Doctrine of the 
Trinity, the. © Calviniſt Doctrine of Reprobation, 
| | r 
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* Sir J/aac Newton, Dr Samuel Clarke, and Dr Tho. Burnet. 
The arguing of this laſt in his Latin Treatiſe, De Statu Mor- 
tuorum & Refurgentium (with what ſome others have occafion- 

ally ſuggeſted) has been maturely weighed, and is, through 
* this Tract, kept in View. 

4 What Mr V calls, the Calviniſ Doctrine of Reprobation, 
is hinted in a Paſſage of the Recognitions of Clement cited by 
"Himſelf, p. 71. But what ſignifies bat? Mr V. if he can't 
bend Paſlages in old Books to his own Fancies he can ſuppoſe 


them 
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animadvuerted upon. 5 
or the Popiſo Doctrine of Tranſubſtantiation. He 


rational thinking Perſon, can thoroughly believe. 
Such is the Boldneſs, and Diſingenuſty, ot Cate- 
2 — U PE Hh f "Bur not content with all this, 
together with the Eternity, or proper Everlaſting- 
9 0 of Hell Tor 17 "ke Lane Ggnikies his 
Diſlike to the end eſs Duration of. . Heaven's. Foys, 
and_riſes at Length tg fuch an Height of whimki- 
cal Blaſphemy, as to expreſs a long deliberate Per- 
ſwafion of what evidently implies the non-everlaſt- 
ing Exiſtente even gf our, Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and 
the Holy Ghoſt. £4834 5 2 r 2 : 
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What I propoſe in this little Tract is 
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1. To preſent my Readers with. ſome plain exprels 
Setipture Teſtitnonies to the proper. E 
Rb the Foys of Heaven. 
meſs of 1s 1999957, 200 Dir OTC (1267 al TER ** 
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III. To recapitulate, with ſome ap Remarks 
e eee 5 Ne bis 34% 
only, the leveral groſs Miſtakes, and, pernicious 
monſtrous Opinions, publiſhed. by Mr JF. in the 
Book ieee, GT TE eee, 
Ü begin with plain expreſs Proofs of what no one 
Chriſtian Divine before Mr W. that I have read or 
* 3 heard 


them to be Interpolations, tho” without the Authority of any 
Manuſcript, or any Reaſon but bis own arbitrary 'Suppobtion. 
Thus his Manner is, both to correct the Old Teſtament, and 
to alter other antient Writings by Conjetural Critici/th, 

* 


* 7 N 
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8 The Eternity of the Ney of Heaven 
heard of, did ever preſume to Queſtion, the tris. 
ly endleſs Duration of the Foys of Heaven, Now 
this may be eaſily, and fairly, inferred, _ 


I. From a large Number of Texis that contain 
in them ſuch Words and Phraſes as we common- 
ly, and juſtly, render Eternal, Everlaſting, . for 
ever, for ever and ever, World without End. Theſe 
preſent themſelves partly in the Old Teſtament, 
and more abundancly in the New. How often is 
the Bleſſedneſs of good Men deſcribed by this 
Phraſe, Eterna! Life ? Let a few Paſſages be ſe- 
lected. Fobn iii. 36. He that believeth on the 
„ Son hath everlaſting Life.” Chap. xvii. 2, 3. 
% Thou haſt given him Power over all Fleſh, that 
sc he ſhould give Eternal 4 to as many as thou 
«haſt given him.” And this is Life Eternal to 
«© know thee, Sc.“ Rom, v. 21. As Sin hath 
<« reigned unto Death, even ſo Grace reigneth unto 
% Eternal Life.” Chap. vi, 23. The Gift of 
©« God is Eternal Life through Jeſus Chriſt our 
„ Lord” 1 John ii. 23. This is the Promiſe 
c that he hath promiſed us, even Elernal Life.” 
Chap. v. 11. This is the Record that God hath 
«© given to us Eternal Life, &c.” As Life is put 
for Ble/ſedreſi, and Death for Miſery, often; ſo the 
Life, or Bleſſedneſs, of God's People, here, and 
in many other Texts, is deſcribed-as Eiernal or 
Everlaſting; beſides which Phraſe, Eternal Life, 
we read of Everlaſting Salvation promiſed to God's 
1fael, and procured for them by Chriſt, Ja. xlv. 
17. Heb. v. 9. Everlaſting Habitations , that good 


Men 


e This Character we find alſo in 2 E/a. ii. 11. Probably 
the Interpolater of that Book took it from Luke xvi. 9.—The 
ſame Apocryphal Eſdras ſays, Chap. ii. 34. O ye Heathen 
« that hear and underſtand, look for your Shepherd, he ſhall 
66 give you everlaſting Rift.” — Ver. 35- © The — 


* 


Men enter upon as ſoon as they fail, or die out of 
the preſent World. Luke xvi. 9. Everlaſting Foy. 


J. Ixi. 7. Chap. xxxv. 10. Eternal Glory. 2 Tim. 
il. 10. 1 Pet. v. 10. an Eternal Inheritance, of 


which the earthly Canaan was a Figure, Heb. ix. 
15. an Eternal Weight of Glory, which the Apoſtle 
oppoſes to our preſent light tranſitory Afflictions. 
2 Cor. iv. 17. Things which are not ſeen as yet, and 
Eternal by way of Oppoſition to Things already 
ſeen, and temporary. Ver. 18. an Houſe not made 
with Hands, Eternal in the Heavens, Ch. v. 1. This 
future everlaſting Bleſſedneſs (of which, by Reaſon 
of the tranſcendent Worth of it, ſuch numerous 
Characters preſent themſelves) even Old Teſtament 
Believers prayed for, and were not without Hopes 


of. P/ xvi. 4. P/ xi. 5. Pf. Ixxiii. 26. Which 


Hopes, we may be ſure, were not groundleſs. P/. 
xxii. 26. To the Paſſages already pointed at, which 
the Reader is deſired to conſult, I add the follow- 


ing Promiſes, ſpeaking plainly to the ſame Purpoſe. 


Fobn iv. 14. Whoſo drinketh of the Water that 
I ſhall give him ſhall never thirſt, (hall not thirſt 
for euer, £15 Tov t, Ch, vill. 35.ꝓA6 The Servant 
« abideth not in the Houſe for ever; but the Son 
« abideth ever; where the preſent Tenſe is put 
for the future; and, tbe Son, is every true Child 
of God, to whom this gracious Promiſe ſecures an 
everlaſting happy Abode, in the Preſence and 
Family of God; according to that Hope of the 
pious Pſalmiſt, E/ xxiii. 6. and agreeably to many 
other precious Promiſes, particularly, Jobn x. 28, 
29. I give unto them Eternal Life, and 45 
: > a 


6 Light ſhall ſhine upon you for erermore. Vir. 45. Theſe 


have put off the Mortal Cloathing, and put on the In- 
% mortal,” (which manifeſtly alludes to 1 Cor. xv. 53, 54 
2 Cor. v. 3, 4. as what follows does to Rev. vii.) chap. vii. 49. 
$0, 63. an immortal Time — an everlaſting Hope, and a Para- 
diſe whoſe Fruit endureth for ever. * 1 


— 


aſſerted and prov d, againſt Mr. w. 7 


ſince the Scriptures peaks of nothing beyond it, 


. 


« ſhall never periſh,” they ' ſhall not periſh for 


\ a $14. 
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The Eternity of the Foys of Haun 
ever, 416 Tov aturd.. 80 Jobn xi. 26. 1 The/. iv. 17. 
„Then we — ſhall be caught up — to meet the 
Lord in the Air, and ſo ſhall we ever be with 
«« the Lord,“ we ſhall never. loſe Sight of him 
again; we ſhall enjoy his beatifick Preſence with- 
out Interruption for ever. As the elect Angels do 
always, % gos, behold che Face of our Father 


who is in Heaven, (Matt. xviii. 10.) ſo we who 


belong to Chriſt, and love him in Sincerity, ſhall 
ever, (S] be with him our Lord and Saviour, 
Rev. xxi. 4. Chap. xxii. 3. There ſhall be no 
% more Death, — and they ſhall reign for ever 
«« and ever, ls Tus Kl Tov F1L) than which 
we no where find any ſtronger, and more empa- 
tical, Deſcription of the endleſs Duran of God 
himſelf. Compare with it, Rev. i. 18. Chap. iv, g. 
Chap. x. 6. With the Promiſes already mention'd, 
I might join Ja. li. 6. Jobn vi. 51, 58, and ſeve- 
ral more, What Mr V. and ſome others, object, 
as to the ſcanty limited Signification of the Hebrew 


and Greek Words which the learnedeſt Divines and 


Expoſitors render Eternal, for ever, &c, It will 
be more fully confider*d under another Head. At 
preſent J obſerve a few things only very briefly. 
1.) The future Life, Glory, Bleſſedneſs of the 


Saints, will be of equal Extent with that ultimate 


Age, or Period, which the Scripture calls be 


World to come f; and ſo muſt be ſtrictly everlaſt- 


ing; for ſuch is that future World. Age, Period; 
and 


f Matt. xii. 32. Mark x. 30. Luke xii. 30. Here for World 
is not o0/x4wevy as in Heb. ii. 5. but %, to which: anſwers 


— X07 194 a ud 1 Cor. vii. 31. 7% Faßbian of this World; is 


the Manner of Living, that obtains during that preſent World. 
Age, Period, which is to end at the ſecond Coming, of Chriſt: 
Or, it may ſignify, the preſent Form, and State, of the natu- 
ral World. * n 1 dean 


- 


aſſerted and prov'd, againſt Mr W. 9 
and in Diſtinction from it, the preſent World is ſpoken 
- ofas tranſitory, 1 Cor. vii. 31, 1 Fob. ii. 17. (2.) Some 
of the Texts in which the future Life of the Saints is 
deſcribed by the Word that we render eternal, or e- 
verlaſting, preſent us with what clearly explains that 
Character of it, Jobn 111. 16. Whoſo believeth on 
„him ſhall not periſh, but have everlaſting Life ;” 
where everlaſting, au, plainly ſignifies, unperiſhable ; 
for, having this everlaſting Life, ſpoken of, is oppoſed 
to à Sinner's periſbing. Again, ettrnal, as deſcriptive 
of future Glory, is oppoſed to temporary, 2 Cor, v. 
18. Chap. v. 1. and to corruptible, or fading, En- 
joy ments, Gal. vi. 8.— (3.) If ſome of the Words, 
and Phraſes, that we render, eternal, Sc. are equi- 
vocal, and uſed very differently, the Phraſe for 
ever and ever, is not ſo, This always in the New 
Teſtament imports a Duration ſtrictly perpetual, It 
expreſles, as has been hinted, the ab/o/ute Everlaſiing- 
neſs of the great God himſelf, and of his own Son * in 
our Nature; yet is applied, likewiſe, to the future 
Life of the Saints, (4.) When Words really are 
equivocal, and are very differently applied on dif- 


rent 

8 Rev. i. 18. What we render, for ever more, is £15 Tus atwlas 
7 e This Verſe, and the next foregoing, prove not only 
the ſtrictly perpetual Duration of Chriſt in cur Nature, but his 
ſupreme Deity, E/ o Tpowlcs, K 24 9 27 C 4.0.4 0 Cor, — a 
x ids Cover tis vu alwvas T alw!tyr. Abſolute Eternity, 
and Immutability, are peculiar to the moſt High; and undeniable 
Scripture Characters of Supremacy. Now if the Son of God was. 
not abſolutely eternal, he could not truly fay, I am the Fin. 
0 T. Again, Was he not ffritly unchangrable, he could not 
lay, I am the Laſt, 6:0 2155; and was he not abſolutely ever- 
laſting even as Man, he could not ſpeak of himſelf, as in ver. 18. 
which deſcribes him not only as the living One, in regard to his 
Deity, but as living in our Nature, conſequently on his Death, to 
endleſs Ages. Mr V. with all his Quirks and ttifling with 
eg. ding, Ge Ao, Wc. can never fairly evade this. 
Dr S. Clarke's Gloſs on ** the Firſt and the Laſt," in his Scripture 
Doctrine, p. 117. 2d. Edit. is a meer Shift. The Old Teſtament, 
from which it is taken, obliges us to underſtand it as a Character 
of Independence and Supremacy. 


40 The Eternity of the Joys of Heaven 
ferent Occaſions, in order to diſcover the true im- 
Port of them in particular Paſſages, we are to com- 
pare thoſe Paſſages with others more plain, and leſs \ 
liable to be controverted. Now, «+ | 
2, Beſides thoſe already cited, or pointed at, there * 
are other Texts that preſent us with ſuch Characters, 
and Deſcriptions, as demonſtrably evidence what we 
are now pleading for. The future Enjoyments ö 
good Men are called, Bags that wax not old, a Trea- 
ſure in the Heavens that faileth not, Luke Xii. 
33. An incorruptible Crown, 1 Cor. ix. 25. 
Crown of Life, or a living Crown, James i. 12. A 
Crown of Glory that fadeth not away, 1 Pet. v. 4. 
Glory, Honour, and Immortality, or immortal 
Glory and Honour, Rom. ii. 7. Life and Imor- 
zality, or immortal Life with Bleſſedneſs, a Life 
and Bleſſedneſs that can never end, 2 Tim. i. 10, An 
Inberitance incorruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth + 
not away, 1 Pet. i. 4. A Kingdom that cannot be 
moved, Heb, xii. 28. With all which emphatical, * 
Significant Deſcriptions of the future Bleſſedneſ o 
good Men, let me join the Apoſtle's Account of the 
State of the raiſed Bodies of ſuch at the ſecond Com- 
ing of Chriſt, 1 Cor. xv. 42, 52, 53, 54. It is 
«© ſown in Corruption, it is raiſed in [ncorruption— | 
„The Trumpet ſhall ſound, and the Dead ſhall be | 
< raiſed incorruptible. This Corruptible muſt put on 
« Incorruption, and this Mortal muſt put on Immor- 
4c zality.— Then ſhall be brought to paſs the Saying 
4c that is written, Death is ſwallowed up in Victory, 
% gc.“ This, with Luke xx. 36. Revel. xxi. 4. 
concerns only the People of God, of whoſe Bodies it 
is foretold, that they ſhall be raiſed up immortal, and 
incorruptible, ſo as never more to be liable to Death. 
. Conſequently their Soul muſt live for ever, and en- 
joy the beatifick Preſence of their God to endleſs 
Ages. In 1 Cor. xv. the Apoſtle confines his Diſ- 
courſe of the Reſurrection to that of Chriſt, = *ay 
| | nas Gam m 
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To this Purpoſe, the Homi 


aſſer ted and pr ov'd, againſt My W. 1 1 


” them who are his. He ſpeaks not one Word, 


throughout that long Chapter, of the Reſurre&ion 
of the Ungodly, or the State of the raiſed Bodies of 


%. ſuch. But if it be therefore queſtioned by ſome; 

whether the future Bodies of the Wicked k will be 
immortal, or incapable of dying any more, there can 
be no reaſonable Doubt of the raiſed Bodies of the 
Saints being ſo, in Conformity to the raiſed Body of 
their Lord and Saviour. As, Chriſt being raiſed 
C from the Dead dieth no more, Death hath no more 


e Dominion over him, &c.” (Rom. vi. 9, 10.) So 


all who are Chriſt's ſhall, at his ſecond Coming, 
be made alive” by him, 1 Cor. v. 22, 23. Shall 
be admitted to appear in Glory with him,“ (Colo; 
1. 4.) and to reign with him for ever and ever. For, 
moſt certainly, if the revived Bodies of good Men 


are to be immortal, incorruptible, incapable of Death, 
Diſſolution, Decays; an End can never be put t the 
Life and Bleſſedneſs of their more precious Souls. 
Note, in this preſent State, we, who are true Chriſ- 
tians, are the Sons of God; and it doth not yet appear 
what we ſhall be, but we know that when be ſhall ap- 


\ pear wwe ſhall be like him, for we ſhall ſee him as be is : 
We ſhall] reſemble him, both in our Bodies and in 
' our Souls: We ſhall be like him in Holineſs, and in 


Bleſſedneſ. In all things he, indeed, muſt have 
the Preheminence,“ but we ſhall behold his Glory, 


(Jobn xxiv. 20.) ſhare with him in his Joys and 


Bleſſedneſs, (Matth. xxv. 21, 23.) and continue 


bleſſed in the Preſence of our God and Father as 
long as Chriſt himſelf, in our Nature ſhall continue 


C-'2 _ © blefſed' 

| © g {FEE N 

' b Some of the Ancients ſeem to deny Incorruption to the Bodies 
of the Wicked. So Fuftin Martyr, and Commodiamus. But elſewhere 


they ſpeak as though they really thought that ſuch. Bodies ſhall 


abide: in - everlaſting Fire, together with their immortal Souls, 
y concerning Hades, aſcribed by Mr 


W. to Jeſephus, with Tertullian, Cyprian, Athenagoras, Lafantiusy 


as well as following eccleſiaſlical Writers, ſpeak molt exprefsly. 


of 
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12 The Eternity of the Toys of Heaven 


bleſſed : For what he ſaid, Revel. i. 18. (Bebald 1 am 
alive for ever more, 415 Tus die, Tot ale he ſpake | 
it for us; to aſſure us. that becauſe he liveth for ever, \ 
1 ſhall live alſo, Jobn xiv. 19. But, / 
3. I might further argue the ſtrictly endleſs Du- 
ration of the Joys of Heaven, from what the Scrip- 
ture ſuggeſts, as to God's everlaſting Love to his Peo- 
ple; his everlaſting Covenant with them; the never 
ceaſing Efficacy of the Death of Chriſt for them; 
the very near, ſpecial, indiſſoluble Relation be- 
tween bim and them; with the Comprehenſiveneſs, 
and Fulneſs, of ſeveral of the Promiſes recorded for 
their Encouragement, | 
1. The Love of Cod to his Saints, and People, as 
it is free, and has Riches, exceeding Riches, eforibed . 
5 5 ſo it is everlaſting, Pſal. ciii. 17. Ia. liv. 7, | 
Jer. xxxi. 3. Heb. xiii. g. The Mercy of 
5 x Lord is from everlaſting to everlaſting,” Neo- 
lam ve adolam, -** with everlaſting ada will 1 
have mercy on thee.“ 1 "ain loved thee with 
an everlaſting Love,” — I will never fail thes 
«nor forſake thee.“ If God does ſo far diſinherit 
his Saints as to deprive them of the Joys and Bleſſed- 
neſs of Heaven, by putting an End to their Beings, 
as according to Mr W. he will at length do; will not 
this be a forſaking them, a caſting them out of his 
Sight, a ceaſing to love them as he did before; and 
ibat without any: freſh Provocation on their Part! 2 
But this God be praiſed, infinite Mercy, can never 
incline to. 
2. God has eſtabliſhed an everlaſting. Covenant with 
them whom he loves, 1/a. liv. 10. Chap. lv. 3. 
Fer. xxxii. 38, 39, 40. Pſal. Ixxxix. 28, 29. Exel. 
XXxvil. 26. This, at leaſt, muſt import thus much; 
that as he pardons their Sins freely, 1mputes Righte- 
ouſneſs without Works to them, (Rom. iv. 6.) aſſiſts 
them for their DP? and conducts them ſafe through 
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* aſſerted and proud, againſt: Mr W. 13 
all Difficulties and ,Dangers ; ſo having once brought 
them to Heaven, he will confirm them in the Holi- 
” neſs, and Bleſſedneſs of that World for ever; or 
throughout that future endleſi Age which ſucceeds the 
' preſent World. | | rv 4 
3. The Merit, and Efficacy of the Death of Chtiſt 
can never fail, The Righteouſneſ brought in by him 
is an everlaſting Righteouſneſs, Dan. ix. 24, The Re- 
demption obtained by him, is an eternal Redemption, 
Heb, ix. 12. He bas, once for all, put awa 
% Sin by the Sacrifice of himſelf,” ver. 26. an 
« perfected for ever them who are ſanctiſied.“ 
Chap. x. 14. To him as continuing, for.ever, there 
belongs An unc hangeable Prieſthood, Izpaguyy arafacarec, 
a Prieſthood that cannot paſs from one to another, 
and the Benefit of which will never fail. For as 
% he is able to ſave them to the uttermoſt wha come 
„ unto God by him, ſo he ever liveth to make In- 
4 terceſſion for them.” The Apoſtle's Words are as 
full to our Purpoſe as can be. He continueth for ever, 
' ws ven a, not only throughout the Ages or Periods, 
olf this World, but throughout what the Scripture calls 
the future Age, (or as we render it commonly be 
Mord 40 come) the Age, or World, abſolutely ; the 
. Age of Ages, or longeſt Age poſſible ; Ages of Ages k. 
Again, he is conſecrated for evermore, eis lor ae, 
throughout the ſame future, endleſs Age: He is 
able to ſave them to the uttermoſt,” 4⁹ο⁹ marlzacs, 
and ever liveth to make Interceſſion for them,“ 
i. e. his interceding for them, which is an authorita- 
tive Claim of the Benefits of his Death, on * 


k O ator. HN, 0 ger, aer THY are, clan Ta 
gtr, Which laſt Phraſe relates to different conceivable Parts. or 
Periods, of this ultimate Scripture Age; which is likewiſe called, 
0 &iay 0 .PXOfuevos, the Age that comes, or will come, in Oppo- 
fition to 9 pee sos, this Time, Mark x. 30. — ½ 7@ a 
vile, olg, Ec. we: tr 7 a Tw i x S 4 ou 
40%. | | 
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14 The Eternity of the Yoys of Heaven 


half, will continue as long as is needful, and, in the. 


bleſſed Fruits of it, to all Eternit 


4. There is a very near, ſpecial, ind:floluble | Re- 


lation between Cbriſt and all true Chriſtians, So near 
are tbey to bim that they are repreſented as bis Body, 


= 


Bit Members, his Fulneſs, Cot. i. 18. Eph. v. 23 
30. Chap. i. 23. He is reſolved therefore never 


to looſe them, He won't let go his hold of any 


one of them, or ſuffer ſo much as the Body of any 
one of them to be loſt, Job. xvii. 21. Chap. x, 
28, 29. Chap. vi. 37, 39, 40. As Chriſt liver 
by the Father, in the Enjoyment of his Preſence and 
Love, ſo every one who eateth Chriſt, or 2 of 
the Benefits of his Death, ſhall live by. Chriſt, and that 


for ever; 4s Tor awe throughout the future, ultimate 
Age aforementioned. Chriſt and all his, adored be his 


free, rich, infinite Grace, ſhall live together in the 


_ comforting Preſence of their God and Father, 6 


1 
* 


eternal Ages. 


5. Moſt generous and comprehenſive are the Pro- 1 


miſes of the Goſpel ſpoken to them, and recorded 


for their Encouragement. The Promiſes, in general, 


which concern the People of God, are ſaid to be 
exceeding great and precious, 2 Pet. i. 4. Such Cha- 
racters are due to them, as they make over to the 
Heirs of Promiſe, Bleſſings of the greateſt Worth, and 


the longeſt Continuance. Theſe are Pardon, ſancti- 


fying Grace, continued Supplies of ſpiritual Strength, 
full Deliverance from the Wrath to come, as com- 
pleat a Salvation from Sin, and eternal Glory, 2 Tim, 


12 10. A few only of theſe exceeding great and pre- 


cious Promiſes ſhall, now, be ſelected, Mat. v. 6. 


„ They who do hunger and thirſt after Righteouſ- 
« neſs, ſhall be filled,“ all their Wants ſupplied, and 
all their Deſires ſatisfied. Conſequently, as *tis their 
moſt earneſt Deſire to abide in the Preſence of God; 
to live in his Service, and to continue praiſing and 
> glorifying him to endleſs Ages; ſo he their moſt graci- 


*. 
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aſſerted and prov d, againſt Mr W. 1 5 
ous God, can never incline to caſt them off, or put 
an end to their Beings, Lives, and Blefledneſs, — 
Kev. xxl. 7. He that overcometh ſhall inherit all 

Things, and I will be his God, and he ſhall be my 

on.“ P/ xxxix. 9, 10. They who ſeek che 

Lord ſhall not want any good Thing.“ P.. Ixxxiv. 
11. The Lord will give Grace and Glory: No 
„ good Thing will he withhold from them who 
% walk uprightly. Undoubtedly, . then; when 
'theſe Servants of God have lived thouſands or mil- 
lions of Years, in Heaven, continually praiſing him, 
d inceſſantly ſerving him, one way or another, 
he can never incline to withhold the Joys and De- 
lights of Communion with himſelf from any one of 
tbem. From each of theſe Texts, and many others 
parallel with them, I might fetch a diſtinct Proof of 
this fundamental Article of our Religion, the ever- 
| laſting Bleſſedneſs of the Saints in Heaven. Let me 
add; if the Saints of God may at length loſe what 
they enjoy by Annibilation, either they know thus 
much, or they are ignorant of it. If the latter 
is ſuppoſed, their Knowledge in this reſpe& is leſs 
than- Mr Vs, (for he pretends to know © that 
their future Joys ſhall not be ſtrictly everlaſting) 
and they are chargeable with entertaining falſe, 

\ groundleſs Hopes; whereas the Hope of Believers 

maketh not aſhamed, and that of Hypocrites only is 

ſaid to be ſhort and deluding, Rom. v. 5. Job xx. g. 

If the former is ſuppoſed, that they are liable to loſe 

all, and are ſenſible of it; can this be otherwiſe than 

a a conſiderable Allay to their preſent Joys? Where- 

as if we may hearken to the Scripture, and a Regard 
is due to the united Teſtimonies of all Chriſtians in 
every Age, the. future Joys of all the Bleſſed will be 
compleat, uninterrupted and everlaſting. Fulneſi of 
Joy, and Pleaſures expected to be for evermore are 
inſeparable, P/. xvi. 11.— xxxvi. 7, 8, 9. Jude 
24. Rev. vii. 16, 17. The heavenly Joy, of the 
1 C HY | Saints 
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Saints could not be compleat did they not well ' 
know, it will be ſtrictly endleſs and perperual ; hei. 
ther would the Father of Mercies deal with his Chil- \ 
dren in a full Agrerableneſs to his Character, as rich # 
in Mercy, and à God who beareth Prayer, could he 
incline, after the longeſt Term of Years, or Ages, 
imaginable, to caſt off bem, whoſe firm Perſuaſion 
it is, that they can never love, praiſe, ſerve him 
ſufficiently ; whoſe earneſt Deſire, and humble affec- 
tionate Requeſt, it is to live with Chriſt, and to con- 
tinue contemplating, adoring, magnifying, ſerving 
an infinitely, FE” glorious, merciful God, and 
Saviour, 0 all Eternity.— Mr. V. indeed, has no 
Notion of this. To him it has long ſeemed that, 
This Continuance in Being, as long as God him- . 
« ſelf is to do fo, is too vaſt and immenſe a Thing 
« to be expected, not only by us, poor imper- 
* fect, ſinful Mortals, perhaps the very loweſt of all 
<, rational Beings in the whole Scale of Creation, - but 
„ by any finite and ſubordinate Creatures, whatſo- | 
« ever.“ To which ſingular Fancy of this Gentle- * 
man, I reply, (1.) Even the loweſt of all rational 
Beings are warranted to expect what a gracious, faith- 
ful, God has promiſed. Now a God who cannot 
lye, has given repeated Promiſes of compleat, end- 
leſs Joys to every ſincere Believer, as has been proved; 
and thoſe Promiſes he has confirmed by an Oath, 
Heb. vi. 17. (2.) The Nature of Man, notwith- 
ſtanding his original Inferiority, is advanced to an 
higher Pitch of Dignity and Honour in the Perſon of 
our Enannuel, than that of Angels, eb, ii. 14, 
16. In Chriſt the human Nature is next to the great 
. Jehovah himſelf ; let freakiſh Philoſophers affect ever 
ſo much, on particular Occaſions, to degrade both 
bim, and the Planet in which he dwells. (3.) Re- 
deeming Grace, and Infinite Mercy, encourage the 
largeſt Hopes, and biggeſt Expectations, even of 
them, who, in — are poor, imperfełs, fiful 

5 | Mortals, ; 


afferted and prov'd, againſt Mr W. 17 
*Myrtals, and leſs than the leaſt of the Mercies of 
God. Has Mr V. ever weighed that Reaſoning of 
the Apoſtle, Rom, viii. 32. (4.) According to E/- 
dras and Hermas, two of Mr Ws Authorities, 
«« The World, even the entire Creation, was made 
« fot the //rae!, or Church of God:“ In which 
Particular, the ſacred Scriptures agree therewith, 
1 Cor. iii, 22; Eph. i. 21. (5.) Not only theſe 
(Eſdras and Hermas) but the other extra-ſcripturgl 
Authorities appealed to by this Gentleman, Hainly 
atreſt what we are now pleading for; a Denial 

of which, takes its riſe from low debaling Con- 

ceptions of divine Mercy; depteciates the perſonal 
Dignity, and meritorious Obedience of the Son of 
God ; ſubverts the entire Scheme of Goſpel Grace; 
ſtrites a Damp upon the Minds of ſincere Believers, 
-whom no Truth of the Goſpel tends to diſcourage, 

Heb; vi. 17, 18. expreſsly contradicts numerous 
plain Paſſages of Scripture, with the unanimous + 
Perſuaſion of Chriſtians in all Ages; and ex- 
poſes the Man who can obſtinately perſiſt in it 
(let his Accompliſhments, and Conceit of him 
ſelf, be what they will) to ſuch a Reproof as that, 
Heb; v. 12. Ye have need that one teach you, 
„„ „ 7... 75 

I cloſe this Branch of my Subject with that re- 

markable Prayer and Doxology of the Apoſtle (Epb. 
ni. 14, 18, 19, 20, 21.) which was Mr V. once 
to get into the true Meaning of (therewith duly 
weighing the ſeveral Texts aforementioned) he 
could never dare to write one Word more, or en- 


tertain a Thought, againſt this plain Scripture 
Truth, that the future Bleſſedneſs of all God's 
People will be not only compleat and fatisfying, 
ſo long as it continues, but ſtrictly endleſs and ever- 
laſting. —<* I bow my knees unto the Father of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, &c. that ye may be able to 
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18 Several different Opinions about 
4 comprehend with all Saints,“ all true Chriſtians 
as enlightened and directed by the Spirit of God, 
What is the Breadth, and Length, and Depth, 
„ and Heighth ; and to know the Love of Chriſt, 
% which paſſeth Knowledge, that ye may be 
« filled with all the Fulneſs off God. Now unto © 

„ him who is able to do exceeding abundantly, a- 
„ bove all that we aſk, or think, according to 
44 the Power that worketh in us, unto him be 
% Glory in the Church, by Chriſt Jeſus, through- 
% out all Ages, World without end,“ «5 recas 
"Tas Yweas Ts ole Tov aleror, throughout all the 
Generations of the Age of Ages, or the endleſs 

_ Age which is before us. Amen. 
I now pals on to the Endleſs Duration of the Tor- 
: ments of Hell, as to which, I obſerve four or five 
different Opinions that ſeem unſcriptural and ab- 
ſurd. To begin with that which is moſt notoriouſ- 
Iy ſo, Some hold, or incline to hope, that all the 
"<6 Damned of Mankind; and not only hey but the 
„ Devil and his Angels too; ſhall be at length re- 
4 ſtored to the Favour of God, and advanced to a 
“ State of final Bleſſedneſsꝰ . This Opinion is com- 
«monly, tho? perhaps unjuſtly, imputed to the great 
'Origen', Some aſcribe it to Clement of Alexan- 


! As to Origen, it muſt be granted, that his Writings, 
throughout, breathe à very excellent Spirit of Chriſtian Humi- 
lity, Modeſty; Zeal for the Strineh of practical Religion, 
Love to the ſacred Scriptures now commonly received; that 
he was greatly eſteemed by the learnedeſt and beſt Chriſtians 
of his own Time; hat he ſignalized himſelf by explaining the 
Scripture, and confuting of Hereſies; that whatever Enemies 
he had, while living, . Hatred of him was not grounded on 
heterodox, or ſingular, Opinions laid to his C „but took 
its riſe from Envy at his growing Reputation and Uſeſulneſs; 
tber the common Charge againſt him was not heard of till a 
"Jong time after his Death, when his Writings might be con- 
ſidetably interpolated and corrupted ; (as other antient Writing 
were, ſometimes while their Authors were yet living) __ . 
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the Duration of the Torments of Hell. 19 
dria likewiſe. A learned Modern charges it 
on Gregory Nyſſon, with other reputed orthodox 
Fathers of the IVth and Vth Centuries. Each of 
theſe Imputations I take to be groundleſs. Several of 
the Fatbers ſpeak plainly enough of 4 Trial, 
or a probatory Fire, to be endured by all ax the 
great Day. This they ground chiefly on 1 Cor. 
ili. 13, 14, 15. With which are ſometimes joined 
Matt; iii. 11. Pſal. Ixvi. 12, Sc. But whether 
Origen, or Clement, or any of thoſe Antients, did 
really, and ſteadily, believe, that Devils and 
damned Men would be at length reſtored to the Fa- 
vour of God ®, I much queſtion. I am perſwaded 
that Gregory Nyſſen, and ſome others of them had 
no ſuch Thoughts; the Paſſages cited by Dr. 
Whitby nn, being evidently ſpurious; becauſe as 
; D 2 _ _ contradictory 


Books of Principles are extant only in a Latin Tranſlation not be 
depended on, and thoſe publiſhed by Huet, ate commonly ſup- 
poſed to be in ſeveral Places corrupted ; that his eight Books 
again Celſus, which he wrote in his old Age, and are come 
down to us rather more pure than any other of Orien's Works, 
contain nothing clearly favourable to the Opinion Mr IF. aſcribes 
to him, 1 87. but much that is inconſiſtent therewith ; and 
laſtly, he was really, Orthodox on all the principal Ar- 
- ticles of our Faith, as the Sufficiency of the Scripture, the 
Doctrine of the Trinity, Original Sin, Juſtification by Chriſt, 
the Fewneſs of the Saved, &c. all which are moſt plainly de- 
clared in his remaining Works. Theſe Hints of Argument. 
might be inſiſted on in ſupport of Origen's Orthodoxy on the 
preſent Subject in debate. 

m Clement is charged with this by Le Clere, and ſome few 
others. But tho' he refers to Plato, as obſerving, that God in- 
flicts no Puniſhment but for the Good of his Creatures, tis not 
deducible from any thing he ſays, that he approyed of this as 
true univerſally. What Mr V. Le Clerc, and ſome others 
quote from Clement, as to the medicinal Virtue af Puniſhment, 
- it plainly, to me, ſpeaks not of the Torments of either Gebenna, 
or Hades, but the Sufferings of this Life only. - k 

n This learned Author does indeed quote Gr. Min, Ambroſe, 
Chryſoftom, Theodoret, Theophyla#, and Photius himſelf, as either 
embracing or not greatly n | 
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"Heveral. different Opinions abaut 
8 to what they write elſewhere as any 
thing can be. Some, however, have embraced 
this Sentiment.” Tis pleaded for by the Author of 

briſtianity as old as the Creation. Mr. M. is not 
E th averſe to it. But 'whoever embrace or 
incline to it, the Scripture in the plaineſt Lan- 
guage poſſible forbids it. Many Texts, as ve 
ſhall hear, threaten guilty impenitent Sinners, all 
thoſe whom Death and the Judgment of the great 
Day ſhall find ſuch, with everlaſting Deſtruftion, 
—— endleſs Puniſhment, without dropping the 
leaſt Hint of God's intending Mercy for any one of 
theſe wretched damned Creatures. 
Or as ſtate the Matter, a little differently, 
b. Devils and damned Men ſnall be admit- 
** ted, once more, to become Probationers for 
% Eternity, and to recover a Poſibility of being 
* finally bleſſed, though not an abſolute Certainty of 
e Several, beſides Mr. V, take it for grant- 
ed, this was the real Sentiment of Origen. If ſo, 
the ſame might be true of ſome others, whom the 


8 oin or Hape, has been fathered 
— Waben b ſuppoſing - God would abſo- 


— recover all, or any, of his damned Creatures, 
and confirm them in a State of final Bleſſedneſs, 
they might mean, at bottom, no more than bis; 
that God would-be ſo gracious as to put them on 
a new Trial, II on 7 What the Scripture 


OR Wijereas (1 That chef from n other 
learned Men ¶ Sculietus, Ic.) have noted as ſpurious, for the Rea- 
ſon mentioned. {2.) The Paſſages cited from the reſt, are far 
from being * to * 3 and ſome of them Proofs of the 
contrary po, „ Ke expreſaly, 
77 Differtor Pabel jadiciom ut fit ſemper in The 
Quotations from Theodore? and Photius are ſpoken only. of 
the Saints ; and expreſs no more than what Divines univerſallx 
infer from, 1 Corinth. xv. 28. God ſhall be all in all. 

Dr Whithy's Difertatio de $. Scripturarum interpretations Om 
Pateres. p. 270, 271. 
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calls the World to come; in which Caſe it would be 
poſſible for every one of them to be, upon the 
whole, either happy or miſerable, - From ſore 
Paſſages in Mr Vs Book, one would imagine 
that he is not at all averſe to this way of think ing ; 
and ſecretly hopes the future State. of ' Probation 
hinted at, may iſſue in the final Salvation, and Hap- 
pineſs, of all God's rational Creatures. What 
ſerious thinking compaſſionate Chriſtian would not 
rejoice at this good Tidings, if it could be pro- 
ved true; and if it might conſiſt with the Per- 
fections and Will of God ? But without giving the. 
leaſt Countenance to this Hypotbe/is of Mr. W. 
and a few others, the Word of Truth repreſents an 
infinitely wiſe, good, and holy God, as ſending bis 
own Son to procure Eternal Life for all his Fol- 
lowers ; as giving bis Holy Spirit to be their Sancti- 
fier, Guide and Comforter ; as chuſing to bring 
many Sons unto Glory in a Way moſt honourable 
to himſelf ; and as inflexibly determined to ſepa- 
rate the juſt and unjuſt, Sinners and Saints, from 
each other, for diſplaying the Riches of his diſtin- 
guiſhing Mercy to the former, and his hot Diſplea- 
fare againſt the Sins of the latter. When God 
made Man at firſt, he gave him an Hope, or Proſ- 
pect, of Eternal Life, in caſe of his continuing holy 
and obedient, Since the Fall, Eternal Life, or ever- 
laſting Bleſſedneſs, is freely promiſed to penitent 
Believers in and through Chriſt : But where do we 
find one Promiſe in Favour of any of the Damned, 
either of abſolute Forgiveneſs, or a Recovery to the 
future State of Trial pointed at ? The Apoſtle fays, - 
We mult all appear before the Judgment-Seat of 
* Chriſt, that every one may receive the Things 
“ done in his Body, whether it be good, or bad.“ 
Again, If we Sin wilfully, —there remaineth no 
„ more Sacrifice fof Sins, but a certain fearful 
*. Jooking for of Judgment, &c.” The — y 

| whi 


22 Several different Opinions about 
which is our Rule, declares to us but une Re 
*demption; and that by Chriſt, but one Salvation 
by the Grace of God through him. What there- 
fore Mr V. alleges, not from the ſacred 
* commonly received, but from ſuch 
muſty old Records as the Apocryphal wp 


i 


© © The 2d Aperyphical Eſdras, is extant in two or three La] 
tin Verſions, and an Arabick Tranſlation lately diſcovered; a- 
my the oriental Manuſcripts that A. Land preſented to the 
- Bodleian Library, and fince tranſlated into Exglißſb, by Proſeſ- 
ſor Ockly, at the Requeſt of Mr V. and ſome others before 
him. Dr Lee, in his Diſſertation on the Books of Eſdras, has 
noted fix different Opinions as to 45. 1 mention only that 
Which appeared to him -moſt probable, namely, That this 
Apocryphal Book was firſt written before Chriſt's Time, by 
ſome Few or other, and has been conſiderably interpolated 
fince. From the remarkable Similitude of Sentiments, and 
Language, between this Eſarat and Hermat, tis not improba- 
ble, that the Author of the latter, and the Interpolator of the 
former, were the ſame. A great many Paſſages in this ¶ E/aras) 
ſeem to be copied from the New Teſtament.” See Dr Lee's three 
Tables of Parallelliſms, p. 70, Cc. The monſtrous Tales, and 
the ridiculous Notions it contains, expoſe it to the general Con- 
tempt of the Learned and Judicious ; among wHfom I reckon not 
either Mr V. or Dr G—e, cenſured by Le Clerc as, Nimis 
% Apocryphorum- Studioſus.” *Tis fays Dr Prideaux, © A 
Book too abſurd for even the Romanifts to receive into their 
| «© Canon.” Some indeed of the Antients were deceived by it; 
as they were by the Prophecy of Enoch, Sibylline Books, &fc. 
However, none of them regarded it as a Part of their Canon. 
There is no Evidence of its being originally written in the an- 
tient Biblical! Hebrew, whatever ſome report as to its Being 
brought into Eng/and from the Karaite Fews, about, or near, 
100 :Years 'fince, written in that Language.— It was not of 
thoſe Oracles of Gad that were delivered to the ancient cus, 
thro” whoſe Hands the ſacred Old Teſtament Canon was to be 
. tranſmitted to Chriſtians. The Jews neveracknowleged it as 
Canonical. It was not therefore a Part of the Scriptures which 


| _ Chriſt exhorted them to ſearch, Jabn v. which the Apoſtles 


int at as divinely inſpired, Ram i.2. 2 Tim. iii. 16. 2 Pets 
i. 1. and which were commonly divided by the Jews into 
. thoſe two general Parts, he Lan and (He Prophets, Luke xvig 
% 4 ITT OR. 8 
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and Hermas?, (generally deſpiſed by the wiſeſt 
Chriſtians) was it really for his Purpoſe, | which few 
beſides Mr. W. can imagine it to be, it would de- 
De it bids 
A third Opinion has been, that ſome of the 


« Damned. have been releas'd, but the like muſt 


e never be expected again.“ This, it ſeems, was 
the Conceit of Dr H. More, who underſtood the 
Spirits in Priſon ſpoken of, 1 Pet. iii. 19. to be, 
« diſobedient Souls delivered out of Hell by 
« Chriſt's. preaching. Theſe, /ays be, were a 

«, glorious Spoil taken out of the Hands of the 
«© Devil. But it doth not follow there is any Re- 
« demption out of Hell a0. For there were two 
© notable Occaſions for this, ſuch as will never 


„happen again. For it reſpects the Souls of them 
« that were ſuddenly ſwept away in the Deluge, 
« and the Solemnity of our Saviour's Crucifixion 
„ and Aſcenſion, e undermined; the Prince of 
«© Death, in the midſt of Death, and at his Aſcen- 
«© ſion victoriouſly carried away thoſe firſt Fruits 
ARS e . 1 


5p Hermas, for the moſt part of it, we now have only in an 
old Latin Verſion. The Original and Antiquity of this Book 
are uncertain. Some place it near the middle of the ſecond Cen- 
tury : others at the Cloſe of the firſt. Blandel ſpeaks of it with 
the utmoſt Contempt; for which Bull, is very angry with him. 
Yet the moſt judicious of the Learned agree with Blonde/ herein, 
Among the Antients, Tertullian, ſometimes ſpeaks contemptibly 
of this old Viſionary. In Jerom's Time he was little known, or 
regarded, by the weſtern Churches, notwithſtanding the Latin 
Verſion then extant. However it was more eſteemed in the 
where it was recommended to their Catechumens, and read 
lickly in ſome Church - Aſſemblies. But if, when firſt publiſhed, 
and afterwards, it had been regarded as a ſacred Book, would 
not the Original have been more carefully preſerved ? Would 
it have been ſo obſcure, or ſo little regarded in the weſtern Church ? 
Thoſe Books of our preſent Canon, which were leſs known than 
the reſt, or diſregarded and queſtioned by ſome few, were not- 
withſtanding, generally received in the firſt Ages. But Hermaz, 
was rej by many, and received as Canonical by none ; tho” 
Mr V. preſumes to add it to our New Teſtament. | 


\# 
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* of his Suffering into Heaven. At the ſolemn 
«« Coronation of a great Prince, the Priſon Doors 
« are flung open.“ A particular Confutation of 
this, is, I think, needleſs, If any are deſirous of it, 
tet them pleaſe to conſult Dr Fobn Edwards's moſt 
learned Diſſertation on that Text, 1 Pet. iii. 19. 
A fourth Opinion is, that ſome, and indeed, many 
of the Damned, ſhall be at length ſaved, but not 
All; i. e. many who ſuffer Torments in Had 
before the Day of Judgment ſhall be forgiven and 
ſaved then, The Torments which they ſuffer du- 
ring the intermediate State, between Death and the 
Reſurre&tion, will (if the fanciful Mr . is not 
miſtaken) prove Medicinal ; and on bringing them 
to Repentance, will be exchang'd for a State of 
Joy and Happineſs. According to bim, the rich , 
Glutton ſpoken of, Luke xvi. is to be conſider'd as 
one of theſe. ' This fanciful Gentleman diſcovers, 
you muſt know, ſome Tendencies towards Repent- 
ance in what he ſays to Father Abraham at ver. 
27, 28. If we hearken to Mr V. we muſt believe 
that they who are moſt miſerable in Hades now, 
and during the intermediate, State, will ceaſe to be 
Miſerable at the ſecond Coming of Chriſt ; while 
the moſt impious and incorrigible, tho? leſs tor- 
mented in Hades, will be condemned by Chriſt at 
the great Day, and become extremely miſerable 
for a ſhorter or longer Period, as God pleaſes, 
and, in proportion to the leſſer, or greater, Guilt 
of their paſt Sins. Can humble modeſt Searchers 
after Truth find any thing of all this in the genu-— 
ine ſacred Records of the Old and New Tefta- 
ment? Do not ſome even of Mr s original 
Guides, as plainly as can be, contradict it? Hermas, 
ſomewhere tells him that There is' no Repen- 
« tance in Hades.” And the Apoſtolical Conſtitutions, 
& If thou dieſt in Sin, there will remain no Re- 
s pentance for thee. As God ſays by David, In 
42 P « Hades 
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 the-Duratimiaf the der eu g, Bell, by 


aun will confeſs thee, c“ The Author 
of the ſecond Epiſtle to the Corinthians commonly 


on Clement ſpeaks to the ſame Purpoſe ; 


and 1 do ſome other of the Antients. Theſe 
Teſlimonies agree wich that of the Apoſtle, 2 Cor. 
v. 19. with that of the Apoſtle Prier, 2 Pet, ii. 9, 
which ſpeaks of all departed unjuſt Souls (without 
n Exception of any) as reſerved, like condemne 
Malefactors in a cloſe Priſon, unto the Dar of 
Judgment to be then puniſhed more ſeverely than 
before: ; with our Lord's Diſcourſe in Matt. xxv. 
which repreſents the great Judge as acquitting the 
Righteous, and condemning the Ungodly for Sing 


done in the Body, or during this preſent Life, the 


only. State allotted to Mankind by way of Prepara- 


tion for à joyful or miſerable ne E a 


to the Word of Truth, _. - 

A Opinion, and that whichs i is * current 
than) any of the former, is this; The Devil, his 
Aygels, and all the wicked of Mankind, aſter 
their. being, tormented for a Time mall be annibi- 
lated, The boundleſs Compaſſions of their Creatot 


ſhall-{@ far regard them, as to put an end to their 


Te by an utter Deſtruction of their Beings, 
How long their Torments will laſt, even Mr . is 
not ſo ſagacious as to be able certainly to foreſee. 


But, I preſume, he takes it for granted, that the 


Devil, and his Angels, may continue tormented 
mach. longer than any of Mankind, and that ſome 


Men will continue miſerable longer than others; 


beckuſe it appears evident to him that the Tor- 
% "ments of greater Sinners ſhall be of longer Dura« 
&« tion than the lefſer.” But the longeſt Future 


Tarments, to him, and ſome — hat will 


be of an inconfiderable Length, if compared with 
Eterhity. So indeed they muſt be if not ſtrictiy 


and. properly endleſs; as the Word of Truth ſeems 


lainly, ſtrongly, and fr uently, to aſſert they 
* 7, Krongly 5 eq Ys | oF 
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ſhall be. This Opinion of the Annibilation of tbe 
Damned is as antient as Arnobius, the only plain un- 
deniable Aſſerter of it among thoſe Antients hom 
we call Fathers u. It might likewiſe be embtaced, 
or inclined to, not only by Dr T. Burnet who has 
pleaded for it from the Preſs, but by the great 
Sir J. Newton, and Dr S. Clarke, to which great 
Names, Mr W. when his Hand was in, might have 
added, Socinus, ſome of bis Followers,. Hobbes, 
Mr Locke, Dr F. C. and ſeveral others. In op- 
poſition to this Opinion, however growing * 


4 49 
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I add this to exclude the old Falentinians, who, as Henn 
tells us, divided Mankind into three Sorts, the Earthly,' Ani 
mal, Spiritual: Of which, the Firſt were all of them corrupti- 

* $4, and muſt unavoidably periſh, or be annihilated : The Se- 
cond, were in a State of Probation; if they behaved well, they 
were to aſcend: to a State of Reſt, there to continue; if 
were wicked, they muſt, with the;earthly Kind, perifhfor ever 
or be reduced to nothing: The Bird kind were infallibly ſaved. 
This Diviſion is much like that of Mr V. who divides Man- 
Kind, likewiſe, into three Kinds, /e//t Sinners, the incoryigibh 
.auicked, and the eminently good;” With the Firff he reckons 
the more imperfectly good Chriſtians, and all thoſe whom ei: 
ther the Means which they partake of in this Life, or, the 
Torments of Hades, bring to Repentance : The Second, are 
they, who, after all Methods uſed with them, both In this 
World and in Hades, are incurable, and continue itpenitent to 
the great Day. The Bird are the eminently good, uptd wham 
Mr N, aſſigns this ſpecial Privilege, at Death, to! gb direciy 
to Paradiſe. This, whether Mr V. knows it or no, is a cor- 
rupt Derivation from the Gnofticks,/ whoſe eartbly 671 dre Mt 
' Ws. itcurably wicked Perſons, who müſt all of them certainly 
peri, or. come to nothing : $67 Their Animal Kind are; 

the ſame with Mrs fr Sinners, or 1 


n +92 | e | 
good Chriſtians, who if brought to Repentance, before the 
- Liſt Day, may be faved, otherwiſe they muſt periſh with the 
former. Again, Their ſpiritual Men, were like Mr *** 
5 3 
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the Learned, and Pious, as well as others, I pro- 
duce a large Number of Texts, for making it evi- 
dent to the impartial and unprejudiced, that the 
future State and Puniſhments of all the Un- 
„ godly, fo far as we can judge of them from the 
« written Word of God, will be ſtrictly everlaſt- 
« ing, and properly endleſs :” So that unleſs we are 
warranted to be wiſe above what is written, and to 
cheriſh Hopes not grounded on the infallible Word 
of Truth (according to which Mr V. I, and 
others, muſt be judged at the great Day whither 
we will or no) it concerns us to abide by this Ar- 
ticle of the common Creed of Chriſtians; and 
humbly to acquieſce in it, how awful ſoever it 
really is, and how difficult ſoever to account for 
it to the Satisfaction of many. | 
I begin with thoſe Texts which repreſent all 
the Ungodly, particularly all ungodly Profeſſors 
of Religion, as caſt into an unquenchable Fire, 
and preyed upon by a never dying Worm. Theſe 
are Matt. iii. 12. Mark ix. 43, 44, 45, 40, 47, 48. 
an 'Explication of which Texts will lead us to, 
Ta. xvi. 24. and Heb. x. 31. | 

Matt. iii. 12. Luke iii. 17. He, Chrift, will 
* thoroughly purge his Floor, his viſible Church, 
and gather his Wheat into the Garner; but the 
„ Chaft he will burn up with unquenchable Fire.“ 
Here; we have both a Promiſe, and a Threatning, 
The former concerns the future Bleſſædneſs of ſin- 
cere Believers, compared to V beat that moſt pre- 
cious Grain. Theſe, as tenderly cared for by bim, 
Chriſt will gather into his Granary, i. e.*(1.) When 
their Bodies die, he will immediately receive their 
departing Spirits, or gather them into that happy 
State which the Scripture. elſewhere calls Aung 
bam's Boſom, Paradiſe; Heaven. For that depart- 
ec Saints are already in Heaven, and that as % 
. 
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as good Men die they are taken thitber , both 
Teſtaments clearly evince. (2.) At his ſecond 
Coming, all the Righteous in their whole Perſons, 
Bodies and Souls reunited, ſhall be gathered toge- 
ther unto Chriſt, 1 Theſ.. iv, 17. 2 The, ii. 1. 
(3.) The Judgment of the great Day being finiſh- 
ed, Chriſt will gather, or introduce, them into that 
ultimate State of Glory, that moſt conſummate 
Blefledneſs of the World to come, pointed at in 
Malt. xiii. 43. Cb. xxv. 34, 46. Theſe three diſtinct 
Periods of future Glory might be, all of them, in- 
cluded in the Promiſe before us; to which is added 
this awful Threatning, ** the Chaff he will burn up. 
or thoroughly burn, in an unquenchable Fire,“ 
aver acm, 2a Fire that neither will nor can be 
quenched. Ungodly Profeſſors, as comparatively 
worthleſs, and fit Fuel for the. burning pointed at, 
ate compared to  Chaff, What this Fire is we 
2 | Ba 1 may 

r This might be prov'd from © (1.) particular Texts, as 
P/al. Ixxiii. 24, 25, 26. 2 Cr. v. 1. Eph. iii. 15.— (z.) From 
tbis, that they are with ſt, 2 Cor. v. 6, 8. Phil. i. 23. 
and Chriſt is in Heaven. (g.) From the Tranſlation of Enoch, 
and Elijab, both of whom were taken to Heaven. (4.) From 


Heaven being the preſent, Abode of the Angels of God, Mats. 
_ Xvili; 10. and the Communion there is between them and de- 


os 


er Saints.— The Heaven of the Goſpel is indeed a State ra- 
ther than a Place. Wherever the Saints are perfectly free from 
Sin and Sorrow in the Preſence of God, there is Heaven. See 
a larger, and full, Proof of this, with a Reply to all Objections, 
in Mr. Boyſes Sermon, on Eph. iii. 14, 15. at the cloſe of 
his D:/courſes on the four laft Things. — A ſerious, cloſe, con- 
fiderate Reading of that excellent Diſcourſe might convince 
even Mr V. and incline him to retract what he writes, p. 46. 
We all go to Hades when we die, but none of us go pro · 
% perly to Heaven or Hell, 1, "till the Day of Judg- 
„ ment, C.“ I might add, and do aſſert, that the Place, or 
which the Saints are to abide in after the Day of Judg- 
ent is never in the Scripture call'd Heaven ; but this Name 18 
lainly applied to the preſent State or Place of departed good 
Souls, "P/al. Ixxili. 25. Eph. ui. 15. Matt. vi. 9. 
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may learn from ſuch Paſſages as theſe, Dent. iv. 
24. Pſai. Ixxxix. 46. Pſal. vi. 1. Pſal. xxxviii. 1. 
Iſa. xxx. 27, 33. Jer. vii. 20. Heb. xii. 29. *Tis 
not a material Fire ſolely; or a Fire properly ſa 
called chiefly (whatever ſome heedleſs Readers of 
the Scripture imagine) but it is the Anger and 
Fury of a Sin-hating God; his Wrath; his fiery 
Indignation ; his bot Diſpleaſure againſt Sin and 
Sinners, as ſuch 3 his vindictive, or Sin- avenging, 
Fuſtice, which the Scripture in the plaineſt Lan- 

ge aſcribes to him, and in regard to which 
he has deſcribed himſelf as a jealous God and 4 
conſuming Fire. This Fire of God's Wrath can 
never be quenched. His indignation againſt Sin 
and impenitent Sinners can never ceaſe or abate. 
The ſame Holy, Sin-hating, and Sin-condemning 
God, that he was when the ſacred Scriptures were 
written, he is yet, and will continue to be through- 
out endleſs Ages, whether Mr V. and ſuch as he 
is, approve of it or no.— The Lord Jeſus will in- 
deed come, or be revealed from Heaven (where 
he and Saints departed are now * together) in 


flaming Fire, or with a flaming Fire properly ſo 


called. ** The Heavens and the Earth which 
«are now are reſerved unto Fire, againſt the 
„ Day of Judgment, and Perdition of ungodly 
« Men,” „The Earth, and the Works that 
es are therein, ſhall be literally, burnt 3 


s As the Pſalmiſt, P/al. Ixxiii. 2g. points at two different 
States of good Men, their State on Earth, and that in Heaven 
ſo the Apoſtle ſignifies, - as plainly as can be, that all they of 
God's Family who are not living on Earth, are already in 
Heayen, < wh iii. 15. That as ſoon as good Men become ab- 
ſent from the Body, they are preſent with the Lord, in the 
Heavens, 2 Cor. v. f, 6, 8. Conſequently that Abrabam's Nehm, 

Lal. xvi. 22. and the Paradiſe ſpoken of Lad. wxiit, 43. are 
the fame with Heaven or the third Heaven, 2 Cor xil. 2, 4. 
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that great Day. The ſublunary Heavens t being 
then on Fire ſhall be diſſolved, and the Elements 
ſhall melt with fervent Heat. But whatever Uſe the 
great Judge of the World may make of a mate- 
rial Fire at his ſecond Coming ; for whatever 
Purpoſes a Fire of that kind may then be kindled 
the principal Fire ſpoken of, as what will torment 
the wicked,- is the Fire of God's vindictive Wrath, 
a being caſt into which is the ſame with the falling 
into the Hands of the living God, ſpoken of, and 
repreſented as moſt dreadful, in Heb. x. 31. lt 
4 js a fearful thing to fall into the Hands of the 
% living God To fall into God's Hands, this in 
general is to be concerned with him as a Friend, 
or as an Enemy : To be treated, and dealt with 
by him, either in a way of pure Mercy, or by fa- 
therly Chaſtiſement, or by that bot Diſpleaſure of 
his deprecated by the Pſalmiſt P/al, vi. 1. P/al, 
xxxvii. 1. Here it plainly imports the laſt. Now 
why is God in this Text deſcribed as the living 
God? Was it for nothing, or without ſome par- 
' ticular Reaſon for it, that the Apoſtle inſerted in 
his Deſcription of the Dreadfulneſs of the Condi- 
tion of Chriſtleſs impenitent Sinners, this Cha- 
racter of God. If as the Enemy, and Avenger, 
of his guilty Creatures, he is called the living God, 
is it not to ſignify that he lives on purpoſe, and will 
live for ever, to be the Tormentor of ſuch? Our 
„ God, ſays the Apoſtle, is a conſuming Fire, and 
he is the living God.” He liveth for ever and 

| ever 


t The Stoicls, and ſome other of the Heathen, extended the 
Conflagration not only to our Earth, and Air, but all the 
Heavenly Bodies, and the inferior Gods themſelves. The 
entire Creation, as they thought, it to be diſſolved into Fire, 
and this they called 6x Tvewo:s. Some Chriftians too extend it 
_ far beyond the ſablunary Heavens, even to the Sun, and all 
other heavenly. Bodies: While the Moderns reſtrain the Confla- 
gration ſpoken of by the Apoſtle Peter to the ſublunary 


Heavens only. 


* v 
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ver to be the Portion of his Saints, and the 
Avenger of his guilty impenitent Creatures, - 
Mr VV. will have it, that the Fire of Hell is ti 
be no more than a material Fire prepared for conſu- 
ning; or utterly deſtroying, the Bodies and Souls 
of the Wicked caſt- into it at the great Day, Of 
that' more afterwards. He obſerves too, © that 
4 Chaff is not laid up in Garners as Wheat is for 
% jts Preſervation, but entirely burnt up for its 
Deſtruction, p. 42.” Afterwards having quoted 
% Heb. vi. 88S. That which beareth Thorns and 
«© Briars is rejected, and is nigh untocurſing ; whoſe 
„End is to be burned,” having, I fay, quoted 
this as Parallel with theſe Texts in Matthew and 
Luke,” he adds this Gloſs. ©** Not kept like Iron 
r the like Metals melted, in the Furnace of 
„Fire, and there abiding ; but like Briars and 
„ Thorns which are always utterly diſſolved, and 
1 conſumed by the Fire.“ p. 44. But though the 
Wicked are compared to Chaff, with Thorns and 
Briars; it does not follow that the conſuming Fire 
of Divine Wrath utterly deſtroys their Beings, or 
reduces them to nothing. Chaff, Thorns, Briars, 
though” conſumed in a Fire are not annibilated 
thereby. The Condition of them is greatly al- 
teted, Vehout their being reduced to nothing ?, 
E I m neee 

5 id 2 ut ook das ne a 
Mr. Ray arguing againſt the Annihilation of the mate; 
— — 0 If the World was to be annihilated, _ 
% needed a Conflagration? Fire doth not deſtroy, or bring 
„ Things to nothing, but only ſeparate their Parts. T 
* ord cannot be aboliſhed by it, and therefore 
been better annihilated without it. Wherefore the Scripture 
*+. mentioning no other Diſſolution than to be eſſected by the 
Inſtrumentality of Fire, we are not to underſtand any utter 
n Abolition— of the World, but only a Mutation and Reno- 
« vation by thoſe Phraſes, of periſbing, paſſing axway—- being 
e more, c.“ ' Ray's Phyfico-Thrological Diſcourſts, p. 411.— 
That this World of ours is not to be annihilated, Jreness 
"argues from 1 Cor. vii. 31. Rev. xxi. 1, P. 5. adding hen te 
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Every Perſon of common Senſe knows that con/y- 
ming to Aſbes, and Annibilation, are two very d ifferent 
Things. It cannot therefore be inferr'd from 
God's * * a conſuming Fire; and from what ſeve- 
ral Scriptures ſpeak of the burning of the Wicked, 
that the End of them will be Angibilation, Thoſe 
of the ungodly who ſhall be found living upon 
Earth at our Lord's future Deſcent from Heaven, 
inſtead of being ſnatched from the Burning. then 
to be kindled, or caught up together with! the 
Saints to meet their deſcending Lord, they mal 
be left to periſh in the Flames, in order to an Aſter- 
Reſurrection and Judgment: Their Bodies will be 
conſumed thereby, but not annibilated; as will not 
the Earth it ſelf, with its Appurtenances, of 
which the Apoſtle foretold, they ſhall be burnt 
* up,” 2 Pet. iii. 10. How olten are human 
Bodies, and other Things, ſaid, to be burnt 
to be deſtroyed, to periſh, when they who {p 2 
or write, thus, have not the leaſt Deſign to /inti- 
mate their being annihilated ? The Ungodly, 
therefore, by being caſt into the conſuming Fire 
of God's vindictive Wrath, ſhall not be reduced to 
nothing, but grievouſly tormented therein for 
ever; ſince the Fire which chey are caſt into is 
deſcribed as unguenchable, and they are fallen; 
ve into the Hands of the living God”. What can 
be meant by an unguenchable Fire, but a Fire, of 
whatever. Nature it is, that ſhall burn for ver; 
being perpetually ſupplied with proper Fuel ot 

the Purpoſe? As to what Mr. V. objects om 
Fa. xxxiv, 10, Chap, Ixvi. 28. it will be conſi- 
dered afterwards, I inſiſt upon it, that. a Fire ſoon, 
or after me —4 to be extinguiſned, is not an 
nee ® ante e 
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wnquenchable Fire; and the Wicked being caſt into 
ſuch a Fire muſt import a State of*never ending 


Mark ix. 43, 44, 43, 46, 47, 48, 49. „ If thy 
*« Hand, Foot, offend thee cut it off; it is better 
for thee to enter into - life maimed, halt, than 


having two Hands, or two Feet, to go into 


Hell; into the Fire that neyer ſhall be quenched z - 


« where their Worm dieth not, and the Fire is 
© not quenched. For every one ſhall be ſalted with 
% Fire,” — Here, as the future Bleſſèdneſs of the 
Saings is expreſſed by Life, (which Deſcription is 
10 in the Scripture) ſo the future Miſeries of 
the icked are ſet forth in three Particulars. 

r. They, are caſt, or made to go into Hell Fire, 
ve, the Fire that never /hall, or can, be quenched, 
Of what Nature this Fire is we have heard 
already. Mark the Emphaſis of this Expreſit- 


on, 7o mvp acCto]or, the Fire that never ſhall, 


or can be quenched.” * This ſeems to diſtin- 


guiſh ic from all other Fires. Other Fires may 


ceaſe yo burn, for want of proper combuſtible Ma- 


_ teriaſs*to work upon. But here is a Fire that will 


continue flaming and raging for ever; a Fire that 


will never want ſuitable Fuel; and that can never 


ſtone ; ind that e to the Day of Judg- 
. | s 2 a. | 


be extinguiſped. Such is the conſuming and tor- 


menting Fire of God's Wrath! If it was poſſible 
for damned Creatures to'ſhed an Ocean of Tears, 
or pour, forth a, Sea of Blood; all this could never 
extinguiſh, or abite, theſe raging Flames; into, 
which they don't begin to be caſt at the great Day 


of judgment, as ſome dream; the corftrary being 


eyident from Jude vii. which ſpeaks of the People 
of Sodom, and the Cities about it, as already ſaf- 

fering the Vengeance of eternal Fire; from Rev. Rix, 
20. which repreſents the Beaſt, and falſe Prophet as 
both caſt into a Lake of Fire burning with Brim» 
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: values himſelf gn this Remark of his, which how- * 


ment ſpoken of afterwards 3 from Mas. iii. 12. 


which ſums up the whole of the future Puniſhments 
of ungodly Profeſſors in this awful Deſcription, 
s the Chaff he will burn up, er fborougbiy burn, 


in an unquenchable Fire;“ and from our Lord's 
Parable in Luke xvi. which as it places Lazarus 
in Abraham's Boſom, fo. it ſets before ys the rich 


 - Epicure as in tormenting Flames, ver. 23, 24. 


In Hell, & T6 «Sn, he lift up his Eyes being in 
6 torment z”?— And he cried and faid,—** I am 
„ tormented in this Flame.” This is plainly dif- 
agreeable to Mr Ves Hypotheſis, 'as to the 1 
rent States of bad Men» in Hades and G 
Compare it with his Note on Mat. vi 


The Children of the Kingdom ſhall be caſt i in- 
10 outer Darkneſs ; there ſhall be weeping and 


% gnaſhing of Teeth. This outer, Dare ſeems 


| os only to agree. to the State of bad Men in Hades 


before the Day of Judgment; which is ſtill 
«5: deſcribed as a Place of Darkneſs — but not 
c ro. Hell-Fire: We having no Notion of 
„ Fire: and Flame without Light, be is never 
% ſo diſmal, _ Accordingly when our Sa vidur uſes 
4e the like Expreſſion elſewhere, - There Hull be 
e weeping, and gnaſbing of Teeth, concerning thoſe 
c who are caſt into Gebenna, or Hell. Fire itſelf, 
at the Day of Jud ment, Mat. xiii. 42, 4 
Chap. xxiv. 51. e xiii. 18. he always o- 
40 mits there the mention of that Darkneſs; which 

„ is not a little remarkable.“ Mr W. it ſeems, 


ever is as Kdiculouso many others, as dis pleaſing | 
r ae, 2 


* Sodis afthe Pacben bie that Diſcourſe to be zeal Hif 
; 80. Tenaus and Tertullian, who argued from hence not ray 


the Soul's ſurviving the Body (which was proper enough) but its 


Heing of a corporeal Subſtance, and retaining the Fi K or Shape 
25 


of the Body jt had been united to. Ser Tres. Lib 
— cap. vill 3 


— 2 
- 


to him. Hades and. Gehenna are not. fo widely 
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diſtant as this Gentleman imagines. The Diffe- 


rence between them, according to him, is this, 


Hades is the preſent Receptacle of departed hu- 
ood and bad. Ic h 


man Spirits, | 
Paradiſe and Tartarus. But Gebenna is the Place, 
or State, mto which the Devil, his Angels, and in- 
corrigible Sinners of Mankind are to be caſt at the 


great Day of Judgment. To the former he af- 


_ cribes Darkneſs ; tothe latter Fire, To this I reply, 
Hades as uſed in the New Teſtament ſignifies either, 


(1.) The Grave, As ii. 27. Rev. i. 18. Or, 


(2.) Such as are buried in the uſual, ordinary 


Wy, Rev. xx. 13, 14. Or, (3.) The Devil and 


Powers of Hell, Mat. xvi. 18, Or, (4.) A State 
of utcer, Deſtruction; the Place or State of the 
Damned, Mat. xi. 23. Luke xvi. 23. But it 


does not appear to me that it is ever ſpoken; of as 
including the Paradiſe of good Souls qeparted*, 


Again, Gebenna is the Place or State of the Damned, 


both before and after the Day of Judgment. Both 


are pointed at in this Text of Mark, in Mat. v, 
22. Chap. x. 28,—xviii. 9. The former is re- 
ferred to, the? not under this Name, Lake xvi. 24. 
which aſcribes to Hades, mentioned, ver. 23. Tor- 
ment of the ſame kind with that elſewhere aſcrĩ- 
bed to Gebenna.— If the outer Darkneſs ſpoken of, 


F Mat. 


* 
If Hades any where ſignifies the common State of departed 
| Fouls, good and bad, tis in As ii. 27. but there it may, I 
think, fignify the Grave, Thou wilt not leave my Soul, me, 


in Hades, nor ſuffer thine holy One to ſee Corruption.“ Why 


may not the latter Clauſe, be won pt of the farmer? That 
Heathen Writers, Foſephus, Philo, and the antient Chriſtians, 

t Hades in Mr V Senſe, I well know; and I knew it be- 

"We I read Mr V Book ; but that the New Teſtament does ever 
fo uſe it, I am not ſenfible. I could ſhow that ſome of the learnd- 
eſt Men who ever lived, were of Opinion, that Mr Vs Diſtinction 
between Hader and Gebenda is groundleſs, and that the former 


is no Where uſed in a good in the New Teſtament. 


$4 8 
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—_— , 


Mat. viii. 12. Chap. xxii. 13. and the unquench- 


able Fire, mentioned in ſome other Texts, are both 
of them figurative Deſcriptions, there can be no 


Abſurdity in aſcribing both to the ſame Place, or 
State of the Damned. Darkneſs js a Privation of 
Light. Light is put for Knowledge, for Holineſs, - 
for Joy, and Bleſſedneſs. The outer Darkneſs, then, 
that the Wicked are condemned to, both before the 
Day of Judgment and more ſolemnly*tben, it in- 
cludes, (1.) A want of the bealifick Viſion, or the 
clear comprehenſive, ſatisfying Knowledge of divine 
Things, which all God's People ſhall grow up to 
in a future State, 1 Cor. xiii. 10, 11, 12. (2.) 
A want of the Holineſs of the Bleſſed; with a 
confirmed State of Wickedneſs. (3.) Extreme 
Miſery, or at leaſt a much greater Degree of Miſery 
than Sinners are piniſhed with in the preſent Life. 
This is hikewiſe expreſſed by Fire, becauſe as a 
common material Fire is capable of being exqui- 
ſitely painful, and tormenting to Senſe ; ſo the fu- 
ture Miferies of all the ungodly will be inconceivably 
acute, as well as firiftly everlaſting. | 

- 2. Sinners, being caſt imo this unquenchable Fire, 
are preyed upon by a wever dying Worm. Some 
by theſe two, the Fire and Worm, ſpoken of, un- 
derſtand an Extremggy of Torments, both in Body 
and Soul for ever. Others, take the never dying 
Worm to be the perpetual Anguiſh of a guilty, a- 
wakened Conſcience ; and by the,unquenchable Fire 
as diſtinguiſhed from that Worm, the other Puniſh- 
ments of the Damned, conſidered as extreme and 
everlaſting. Mr W. underſtands both theſe Cha- 
raters lterally, This of all interpretations is the 


, moſt weak, and ridiculous ; as well as contrary to 


the general Sentiments of the Ancients. If the 
Fire aforementioned is metaphorical, ſo muſt be the 
Warm ſpoken of, "0 


1 23. Being 


* 
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preyed upon by the Worm of an accuſing con 
demning Conſcience, every one 45 to be ſalte# with 
Fire, ver. 49. i. e. Every one of the Damned, or 
of the unhappy Perſons aforementioned, ſhall be 
both exquiſitely tormented, and preſerved in a State 
of perpetual Exiſtence, by this Fire of Gebenna. 
So our Divines commonly underſtand it. Mr . 
has entirely overlook'd this Paſſage ; Phether, ig- 
norantly or deſignedly he beſt knows. However 
ic requires Conſideration, whether the Words can 
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3. Being caſt into the unquenchable Fire, and 


be interpreted to a more probable Senſe than hi; 


that the Fire of the Damned, though moſt acutely 
tormenting, will nor utterly deſtroy them, or re- 
duce them to nothing? Does not our Lord 


every one mean every one of the "Perſons afore-- 


mentioned, or every one who will not cut off 


« the right Hand and pluck out, the right Eye“ 
that is a Snare, and at occaſion of Sin, to him? 


Again. Is not the Fire ſpoken of ver. 49. the ſame 
wih chat in, vc. 43. &c. If ſo, what can be in- 


tended by this that every impenitent Sinner, 
« ſhall be ſalted with this Fire ;** but that how ex- 
quiſitely tormenting ſoever it will be found to be, 


it will, like Salt, preſerve them from the Annihila- 
tion, or utter Deſtruction of Being, that Mr V. 


and ſome others, plead for.— I might now con- 
ſider 

Ihe. Ixvi. 24. © They ſhall go forth, and look 
„upon the Carcaſſes of the Men who have 
« tranſgreſfed againſt me; for their Worm ſhall 
e not die, neither ſhall their Fire be quenched 


and they ſhall be an abhorring to all Fleſh 1 “? 


The 


7 This Text is quoted, and underſtood of futuge Torments, in 
the Second Epiſtle aſcribed to Clement ; by Fuflin Martyr, G- 
frian, Tertullian, &c. I put down the Words of Tertullian only. 


Et exibunt utique de Sepulchris, & videbunt artus eorum 


- & qui 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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The Language of that Text in Mark ix. IX. 4% 46, 
8. ſeems to be taken from ibis, which indeed re- 
ters. primarily to. Puniſhments inflicted on the 
Enemies of God's Church in this World, but ulti- 
mately to the future Puniſhments, of Wucher State. 
The former, as inflicted on incorrigible Sinners, 
are but Forerunners, Preſages, and Beginnings of 
theſe. As ſuch they may be conſidered, and are 
deſcribed oft in Seripture- Threatnings, and Pre- 
dickions. 8d they are in Ia. xxxiv. 10. and here ?, 
When our 1 foretold to his Diſciples the terri- 
ble Judgments that were to befal the wicked, 


obſfinate, New, by means of the Roman Power, 


he expreſs'd himſelf in ſuch Language as directed 


the Diſciples to conſider thoſe temporary . 


ties of the preſent World, as Preſages of, 

Preparatory. to, the much awfuller —— - a 

great Day, Met. xxiv.—*Tis the Opinion of 
icious Interpreters, that - the New Feruſalem 
late, ſo pompouſly deſcribed, Rev. 21. refers 


primarily to a yet future Condition of the Church 


on Earth, and ultimately to a mofe glorious State 
or the Saints in Heaven. Be that as it will, the 
eſent Privileges of good Men are ſometimes 


| deſcribed as en (2 The/. ii. 16. 1 Fob. iii. 


15, Chap. v. 11.) Why ? Becauſe Grace is the Begin- 
ning of Glory, The preſent Grace and Comfort of 


# ſincere Chriſtians are Eternal Life, and everlaſting | 
. Canſolation, begun. So the preſent Puniſhments of 


obſtinate incorrigible. Enemies to God, and his 


; e. are . Miſzies begun; for which 


Reaſon 


«qui impie egerunt, quoniam Vermis. eorum non decider, & 
. ignis eorum non extinguetur, & erunt conſpectui omni Car- 
«© ni:“ Scilicetqua reſuſcitate & egreſſa de Sepulchris Domi- 
num pro hac ratia adorabit— ert. De Refurrec. Carnir. 


44 or rk Avi. 22 where the Judgments _ 
* on Ba &c: are expreſſed by”, à Fire „hat goeth for 
yenchable.” 


* God's Wrath, and — 
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Reaſon what is now, or at any time, during the 
pteſent World, inflicted on them, it may be 
toretold in ſuch Words as ſtrictly import the abſo- 
jute Perpetuity of their Sufferings. Their Worm 
ſhall not die, &c. i. e. God will ſeverely puniſh 
ſuch obſtinately impenitent Sinners, in order to, 
and. by* way of Preparation for, their being at 
length caſt into Hell, „the Fire that never can 
« be quenched z where their Worm , dieth 
« not, and the Fire is not quenched.” “““ 

I next mention, explain, and vindicate, a la 
number of Texts, which contain in them ſu 
Words and Phraſes as we commonly render ee. 
nal, for ever, &c. Theſe are apply'd not only to 
future Glory, but to future Miſeries likewiſe; 8 
evidently to the ' Latter as to the Former, though 
leſs tin le Dan. xii. 2. As ſome ſhall awake 
to everlaſting Life, ſo ſome to everlaſting Shame and 
Contempt. The ſame Word, Olam, is put for 
Everlaſting in both Parts of the Verſe, which ſig- 
niſies to us, that the future Shame of the Wicked, 
and the future Honour of the Saints of God, ſhall . 
be ggaally laſting and both ſtrictly «endlefs, For | 

ſince the latter has been clearly proved to be fo 
already, an Application of the ſame Term to the 
Duration of both, evidence? the other to be ſo 
too. a. xxxiii. 14.— Who among us thall 
„ . dwell wich the devouring Fire? Who among 
+ {A | 6 | qa 


+ / be Figures, or CharaRters of Fire, and Worms, we meet 

with in Judith 16, 17. Eceluſ. vii. 17. the Homily concerning 
Hades, aſcribed by- Mr V. to Fo/ephus (whom elſewhere he 
ſuppoſes to have 1 5 an Ebionite Cbhriſtian, without any 
manner of Ground for it). The Text in Juditb runs thus, 
Wo to the Nations that riſe up againſt my Kindred: The 
* Lord Almighty will take Vengeance of them in the Day of 


judgment, in putting Vys and, Fire in their Fleſh ; and Wy * | 


© ſhall feel them, and weep for ever.” Does not this 1 
like the Ircorraptibility of the Bodies of the Wicked, and the pro- 
(per everlaſtingneſi of gheir future Torments ? 


6 SS ö 
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% us ſhall dwell with everlaſting Burning, W When 
, FSennacheril's Army was cut off, the Sinners in 
* Zion were afraid at the Report of that ſudden, 
ſurprizing, general Deſtruction. Fearfulneſs ſur- 

. prized thoſe Hypocrites. What they feared was, 
leaſt: ſome, ſuch ſudden terrible Deſtruction ſhould 
overtake, themſclves, -, for having derided! the 

- + Threatnings," and Meſſengers, of, the Lord. Now 
thought they, Wo be; to us. What the Aſſyrians 
have ſuffered forebodes endleſs. Sorrows to ſuch. 
Deriders of God, and his Prophets, as we have 
been... The great Day of his Wrath will come 
and who ſhall be able to ſtand ?“ When God 
Mall give to ſuch. vile Creatures as we, ihe Cup of 

be Wine. of the Fierceneſi of his Wrath, our Miſe- 
ries will be inſupportable, and endleſs ; therefore 
moſt. inſupportable , becauſe Everlaſting. Preſent 
divine. Judgments. often awaken the guilty Con- 
ſciences of Men, to a fearful looking for of future 

Judgment, and everlaſting Burnings. Here, Mr . 
would read, he Burnings of an Age, the Profane- 

„ heſs, or Ignorance, of which will be expos'd pre- 

ſently. With chis I ſcruple not to join Chap. xxxiv. , 
10. It ſhall not be quenched Night now Day, 
ee the Smoak thereof ſhall go up for ever, Lealam, 
4 from Generatiom to Generation it ſhall lie 
« waſte ;- none ſhall paſs through it for ever and 
„ ever,“, le netzach netzachim. To which I 
"add, Ferem xvii. 4. Ye have kindled a Fire 
in mine Anger which ſhall burn for ever.” For 
' though theſe two Text, difectly refer to certain 
temporary Judgments to be inflicted, by the holy 
One oh 7/42), during the preſent World z yet thofe 

= temporary Judgments being but a diſmal Prepara- 

= tion for greater and more laſting Sorrows, they are 
= conſidered as ſuch,” and in that View of them pro- 

- phetically deſcribed as friM#!y * everlaſting, — Thus 
much from the Old Teſtament : . Let us now paſs 
2255 5 5 e „ e 
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co the New. Mark. Mi. 29. He- hach never 
yy Forgiveneſs, | but is in Danger of cena! 
« Damnation,” i. e. The Perſon ſpoken of "thall 
find no forgiveneſs throughout that future Age, 
or Period, elſewhere called the World io come, and 
beyond which the Ward of Truth ſpeaks of nothing, 
„ £74 aprow its Tor aare, but is liable to that 
Judgment of the great Day which will conſign all 
impegitent Sinners, particularly Blaſphemers a- 
gu the Holy Ghoſt, to endleis Puniſhment. 
This Word, ves, Damnation ſignifies tchebe 
Things, (t.) Judgment i in general. (2.) The con- 
demning Sentence of à Judge. (3. Tbe penal 
Effects af ſuch a Sentence. Here it denotes either 
the Condemnation of the great Day, or che N- 
voſument conſequent thereupon. This is called Dam- 
nation, and by ſeveral other Names that will occur 
afterwards. This Damnation is ſaid to be a, 
cuerlaſting; for ſo the Word ſignifies pro 2 

commonly, and almoſt always, in the New 
ment, whatever Mr V. ſuggeſts to the contrary, 
Wich regard to this Word (which will ſeueral 
Times more fall in our way) and its primitive 
wr; (Which the learnedeſt Men render Ag, 
World, Eternity, and to which anſwers che He- 
$rew Olam,) let me offer a few Remarks, for 
vindicaring our Interpretation bf this Text Mark. 
ii. 29. and Matt. xviii. 8. Chap. xxv. 41, 46. 
7. — 9. Jude 6, 7, 3. un othee Texts40 

be aſterwards conſidered. | 

1. The Greek Ward, ator, fax Gern iſe in 
ſcriptural Deſcriptions of the future States of good 
and bad Men, according to the Etymolagy: of it, 
ſeems applicable to the longe/# Period — to 
Duration itſelf in the general; to the Eternity before 
us and behind us. For ae is, as it were, at en, 
always being. This Remark is very antient, and 
hat, fieſt, rate Schalars have not. thought trifling. 
G Accordingly, 


= 


. We e e be 
Accordingly, the Adjective «wr, may poſſi 
ſignify either laſting, * nn or _ 
| elernal, | | 
2. As the Scripture diſtinguiſhes this "preſent 
: World, and that to come, with different Ages oy 
Periods m_ each, the Words conſidered refer, and 
are uſed with regard, to both, Matt. xii. 32. If 
e is applied to the former, it can denote 
nothing more than continuing for a Time longer ü 
or ſhorter, or during tbe 00 World. Ibe 
ſame is true as to the Phraſe we render for euer. 
416 Toy dub, 1 Cor. viii. 13. I will eat no Fleſh 
while the World ſtandeth,“ or as long as I live. 
* As, in compliance With che weakneſs of human 
Minds, God's abſolute Elernity is divided into 
Auch diſtinct ſucceſſive Periods, as Days, Years, Cc. 
;and as we commonly diſtinguiſh, agreeably to 
the Scripture, the two grand Periods of an Eter- 
nity paſt, and an Eternity future, the Words now 
conſidered are applied to each. The former is 
. pointed at Ja. Ixiii. 16. Pal xciii. 2. Prov. viii. 
23. as well as, Habb. i. 12. where the Word ren- 
.dered, Everlaſting, is not Olam, but Kedem. 
Both thoſe grand Periods, or Eternities, if we 
may ſo ſay, are mentioned diſtinctly, P/alm. xli. 
1. Pſal xc. 2. Pi ciii. 17. P/al. cvi. 48. Here 
for, from everſaſting to everlaſting,” as our 
Tranſlation has it, we might better read; from 
Eternity to Eiernuy. Mr V. and ſome others are 
for rendering it thus, from Age to Age. Be it ſo: 
We diſallow not that Rendring, if it be meant, as 
it ought to be, of that eternal Age which pre- 
ceded the World, and that everlaſting Age 40 be 
conſequent upon it. Can any rational Perſon im- 
partially ſuppoſe the Meaning of theſe Words. 
£ſal. xc. a. to be no other than this, from the Be- 
„ pinning of this World to the End of it, thou 
art e That aſcribes to the Eternal, and 


«vis 15895 5 Unchangeable 
; þ . 


ne 


* 
* . . 
- 
- 4 _ l 


Duration of Hell Torments ſtated, &c. 43 
Unchangeable JzHovan a Duration ſcanty, and 
inconſiderable, if compared with what he is 
really poſſeſs d of. According to Mr V and mo- 
dern Philoſophers generally, innumerable material 
Worlds, and Syſtems of Worlds, were put into 
being by the Almighty,” antecedently to this ter- 
raqueous Globe, and the ſolar Syſtem to which it 
belongs. If ſo; all theſe Globes, and Syſtems of 
Worlds, were created -at firſt, and: are upheld' 
fince, : by the Son of God; whoſe Being, conſe- 
gently; was prior to the moſt antient of ſuch 

es and , Syſtems,” For ** by him were all 
4 Things created that are in Heaven, and that are 
4c in Earth, viſible and inviſible— all Things 
<« were created by him and for him: And be is 
„before all Things Colof. i. 15, 16. To con- 
fine our Lord's creating Work to either our terra - 
queous Globe and its Appurtenances, or to the 
ſolar Syſtem, of which it is a Part, is too pre- 
ſumptuous; and what the Apoſtle's Words laſt 
quoted, as well as other Scriptures, abſolutely 
forbid. Whether Mr V. inclines this Way 
be beſt knows. He has taken Pains to prove 
that the Moſaic Creation, as deſcribed Geneſ. 
« 1,2, Sc. and alluded to elſewhere, is not a 
& nice and philoſophical Account of the Origin 
« of all Things; but an hiſtorical and true Re- 
<« preſentation of our ſingle Earth out of a con- 
s fus'd Choas , Ce. But as he allows that Genef: 
i. 1, as introductory to the following Account, 
includes in it the entire Syſtem of created Things ; 
and that this vaſt Frame of univerſal Nature was 
at-firſt created out of nothing, and diſpoſed into 
the ſeveral particular Syſtems of which ic con- 
ſiſts, by the God of Iyael, he muſt likewiſe al- 
low, if he pays any Regard to ſeveral Scripture 
Teſtimonies, that all theſe Things were produced 
by the Sen of God, and without him, (the 
ö G 2 « ſama 
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<6. Fr rue and proveable of the Holy het like: : 
vwiſe) was not any thing made that was made.” 
Now this ſuppoſed (ibat the Son of God was the 
Creator of all Worlds, viſible and inviſible z that 
innumerable ſuch Worlds, were put into being 
before ours; and ibat the Son, —— of 
God, as their common Cteator,. muſt have exiſted 
tocedently to the moſt antient of. them all) 
this ſuppoſed, the Pſalmiſt's Words, as interpreted 
by Mr V. and ſome others, would aſcribe to the 
great God a Duration vaſtiy inferior to that of his 
own Son; whoſe Duration, d parte ante, is notwith- 
ding, according to Mr V. infinitely leſs than 
that of his eternal Father. How greatly different are 
theſe two Propoſitions, Thou, O God, art 
« from the earlieſt Age of this World of ours to 
<« the End of it,” and Thou art from Eternity to 
<< Eternity.“ The Truth is, Olam, and 2,0», are 
applicable, and really applied, either to Creatures, 
or the eternal Jabovab; either to this preſent Worla, 
which, as * Apoſtle ſays, paſſeth away, or to 
that future World which will laſt for ever. Tis 
therefore an inſufferable Liberty that Mr W. takes, 
conſtantly to tranſlate ae, and a, (as well as 
lam) Age, and Laſting, as tho' they did, never 
gnify Eternity and everlafling, If he does really 
believe this, he is as widely miſtaken as Man ever 
was. This having been proved already will be far- 
ther confirmed by what follows. For, 

4. Whereas Mr V. ventures to aſſert, FRY the 
original; Words Olum, and «wv, with their Plurals 
and Derivatives, tho' generally rendered eternal or 
everlaſiing, do by no Means ſo ſignify in Scripture; 
as the Falſeneſs of this Aſſertion (peculiar perhaps 
to- Mr ) is invincibly proved already, from the 
expreſs frequent Application of ſuch original Words 
5 the ab/olute Eternity of the great Jehovah; the 

. to * and the future Ble ſcuneſi "of tht 
© #12 | | Righteous, 


» 
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| Righteous, ſo ſome of 'the Tuuti cited by this Gen- 
tleman, in Proof of this ſingular Obſervation of 
his, are Prooſs and Inſtances of the e 


Gen. xiii. 13. Chap. xvii. 7, 8, 13, 194 which 
are ſome 6f Mr Vn Texts, the Hebrem and Greek 
Words, Otam, and avvioy, are juſtly rendered, and 
fignifie not laſting bot everlafting, God's Covenant 
with Abrabam and his Seed was, in Truth, the 
Covenant of Grace®'; the promiſed ſpiritual Bleſ- 
ſings of which continue ſor ever and cer, as has 


been proved; theſe Bleſſings being no other than 


the clernal Life, incorruptible  Inhberitante,” &c. a. 
foreſp oken of.— Again. As to the Land of Canaan, 
tbat indeed was a tempgrary Poſſeſſion in it ſelf 's 
But then, it was a Type and Figure of the heaven» 
ly Inheritance promiſed to, and provdied for, 
Abrabam and his ſpiritual Seed. Gal, ili. 14, 16, 
18, 29. Now in Reference to ibat incorrupt 
Inberiztance as prefigured hereby, and ultimately 
intended in God'gzantient Promiſes of the Eatth- 
' Canaan, it night be ſpoken of as an everlaſting 
ofſeſron. So we may ſay, perhaps, as to ibe 
Ordipances' of the Law of Moſes. hey were, tis 
true, to ceaſe and diſcontinue upon Chriſts having 
put away Sin by the Sacrifice of himſelf; but in 
as much as the Law had in it a Shadow of good 
«Things to come,” and theſe good Things to come 


d That God's Covenant with Abraham was no other than a 
new Edition of the Covenant of Grace (that Covenant according 
to the Promiſes of which all true Believers are accepted as 
u righteous, and ſaved with an everlaſting Salvation). This has 


been often proved by jadicious Pedobaptifie who found the Practices 


E Infants not on any ſuppoſed initiating Baptiſmantiently 
in 


ontrary. In 5 


among the Jeu, but on the Abrabamick Covenant eſta- 


bliſhed with Believers in every Age, and ſealed by Baptiſm 


now," as it was formerly by Circumcifion, with ſeveral Texts that 


confirm the Right of the Inſant - Offspring of God's People to 
the initial Seal of the Covenant of Grace, Mat. xix. 14. Rom. 
M. 16. Sc. 1 Corinth. vii. 14. Ad, ii. 39. f 
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46 We Scripture Actount of the & 
are properly! everlaſting; on this Account © thoſe 
legal Appointments relating to Prieſts, ſacerdotal 
Veſtments, Altars, Sacrifices, Purifications, - &c. 
might be: deſeribed as, dierte, everlaſting; not 
only in regard to the (an or,) Period, during 
which the legal CEconomy.was to continue in Force; 
but alſo ig regard to the ſucceeding” (a, Pe- 


_ riod of the Goſpel. Diſpenſation, and the ulti- 


mate | endleſs (aner, Age, called {elſewhere the 


 Warld to come, the Age of Age, &c. | 


Tis true, the Words in Debate are oft 
put in a very limited Senſe, for Periods com- 

ratively ſhort, - and inconſiderable. For ever, 
3 ſtands for no mgre than till the next Year 
of Fubilee,; Exod. xxj. g. br, at lang as 4 Man 
ves, Philem.: 15, or, while this World laſt. This 
muſt be granted: But then, (1.) Tis as long a 

ration as the Thing ſpoken of can admit of, 
either in itſelf, or in regard to ſome divine Law 
or Conſtitution. (2.) Nothigg is more common 


than for the ſame Words, and Mraſes to be applied 


very differently. Widely different are the Signifi- 
cations of the Mew Word, Eretz*, for Inſtance, 
the Greek Words Tn, xoopos, and auen, the 
Engliſh Words, Infinite, Immenſe, Eternal, for 


ever. Each of theſe Engliſh Words is often put 


Sari t 1 "S172 improperly, 


22 

This fignifies either he avhbole Earth, or a particular 
Land (the Land of Canaan for Inſtance) or ſome part of a 
Eand. So the Greek Word Tu inthe Septuagint Verſion and other 
Greek Authors. Otruuern, in the New Teſtament is applied, 
% To the Goſpel Age, Heb. ii. 5. (z.) To the habitable 
Part of this Earth; or the Roman Empire. Mat. xxiv. 14. 
(3:) To the Land of Judia, Luk. ii. 1. Ad, xi. 28. (v. 
Lardner's, Credibility of the Goſpel Hiſtory, Vol. II. Chap. 1.) 
Koo u®-.. too, is uſed very differently. For Mankind in ge- 


neral, Rom. iii. 19. Chap. v. 12. for @ confiderable number of 


People, though - comparatively ſmall, Job. xii. 19. for Jeb, 
and Gentiles indefinitely, Jobn iii. 16, 17. 1 Jabs ii. 2. for 
the Roman Empire, Colbſ. i. 6. for the Generality, or the wicked 
of the World, as diſtinguiſhed from the truly good. 1 Jeb. 
v. 19. | | 


1 
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improperly, and has a Meaning much ſhort of its 
ordinary and proper Signification. We fay, ſuch 
an one is immenſely-rich ; I am infinitely obliged to 
you; I' ſhall be eternally thankful,” &c. *Tis no 
wonder then, if there are as vaſtly different Ap- 
plications and  Significations of the - Hebrew and 
Greek Words, Olam, Ad, Netzach; Ar, &c.(3.) 
Let the very limited Signification of: theſe Words 
be ever ſo frequent, tis not more certain that they 
are put for limited, and comparatively ſhort 
Periods, than that they are often: put to expreſs 
the infinite Duration of the eternal God himſelf; 
the endleſs Age that is to ſucceed the preſent World, 
with the judicial Proceedings of the great Day ; 
and the future everlaſting Glory of the Saints. If 
Mr V. can prove, either that the Duration of the 
ſupreme Being is limited, or that his unlimited 

boundleſs Duration is not ſignified by the Words 

we are now treating of; if he can make it evident 
either that A:@r, with its Plural and Derivative, is 
not applied to the World to come, or that the ſaid 
al warner, future World, is not ſtrictly everlaſt- 
ing, he would do ſomewhat to purpoſe ; but nei- 
ther of theſe Things is practicable by him, or any 
other. What he ſurmiſes as to this, pag. 133, 
tis nothing to us who think our ſelves. concerned 
not to regard the Dreams either of Origen, or Mr 
I; but to confine our Hopes, as well as our Faith, 
to the written Word. Who can tell that God 
will deal in this or that way, while he vouchſafes 
no Intimations of his Deſign, or Pleaſure, con- 
cerning it? What Authority have Men to ſay, 
There will be a future World, or Age, conſequent 
on that which the Scripture ſpeaks of as to come 

after the general Reſurrect ion and Judgment; 
and which it forbids us to conceive of otherwiſe 
than as ſtrictly endleſs, by oppoſing it to the pre- 
ſent” World, or Age, as tranſitory ; Wan * 
1 | ereto 


ee 


* 148 | The. Seripture Aeruur of the 
ee endleſs Glory. of the Saints of God ; 
by giving us no Hints of any thiog to be beyond 
at, and warning us not to be wiſe above what is 
mrieten ? There may be abundant room for 
4 other Scenes of Things than what the Bible exhi- 
<< bits to 4 7 deny not: $528 if che 
Scripture ſpea an Age 'of Ages, conſequent on 
che projet, and the gras Dap of he Loc 3 if 
in Diſtinction from ibis it repreſents the preſent as 
tailable, and paſſing away, without giving a ſingle 
Hint of the Tranſitorineſs of the otber ; If inſtead 
of that it ſignifies as plainly as can be the contrary, 
by! deſcribing the great God himſelf as living 
through that future Age of Ages 3 and if i ping 
applies the ſame AdjeCtive, . 4, .cverlaſting, 
as referring to that ultimate Scripture Age, both 
20 the Glory of the Righteous (elſewhere alſo moſt 
Plainly manifeſted to be of a Duration abſolutely 
perpetual,) and to the future ordained Puni ſhments 
of all impenitent Sinners 3 does not this oblige us 
to conceive of the Latter as equally durable with 
the Former, and both as running parallel with 
God's own Eternity à parte 1 Things 
being obſerved, I now go on with my propoſed 
Explication and V indication of the ;Scriprure Ac- 
ores mani Duration of che Torments of 
R 

Matt. xuiii. 8, 9. <6 IF.chy Hand or thy Fogt 
a offend thee cur them off, it is / better for thee to 
<6 enter into Life halt or maimed rather than baving 
4e two Hands, or two Feet, to be caſt into ever laſling 
Fr — to be caſt into Hell Fire.” What the 
latter of theſe two Verſes, (with Matt. v. 22. 
Mank. ix. 47.) calls Hell Fire, the Former calls, 
Fire, or, as it might be rendered, be 
everlaſting Fire, Both theſe Names, or Deſcripti 
ons agree with, the Fire that can never be 


9412 of elſcwher his 
d, \ſpoken.of 1 
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Text with Matt. iii. 11. Mark ix. 43. 44, Sc. as 
explained before, Matt. xxv. 41, 46. Then ſhall © 
«© he fay to them on the Lefc-hand, Depart from 
„ me ye curſed, into the everlaſting Fire, pre- 
«« pared for the Devil and his Angels 4. And 
« theſe ſhall go away into everlaſting Puniſh- 
, ment,” We have here (1.) The condemninj 
Sentence to be — by Chriſt at the great 
Day. (2.) The Execution of that Sentence. Un- 
godly Men being tried and convicted, will be con- 

emned ; and being condemned will have the Sen- 
tence of their moſt righteous Judge executed up- 
on them. Obſerve, (1.) The future Puniſhment 
of the Wicked will be not negative meerly, but 
fofirhve alſo. Chriſt will exclude them from all 
Happineſs, and command them to depart into a 
State of Torment expreſſed by Fire. (2.) This 
Fire, or ſtate of Torment, was prepared origi- 
nally for thoſe firſt and greateſt Offenders, the De- 
vi and bis Angels. But as Chriſt and his _ 
"Ws \ H | 34. 4 


This Text is oft quoted by the Antients, perticalurly, five 
or fix times by Irenæus, who read the latter Part of it thus 
„ Quem paravit Pater meus Diabolo, & Angelis ejus.” I put 
down two Paſſages only. His qui in finiſtris inveniuntur 
ait, abite maledicti in ignem Eternum quem, Oc, fignificans 
% quoniam non homini principaliter præparatus eſt eternus 
“ ignis ſed ei qui ſeduxit hominem— et his Angelis qui 
- «tf apoſtate facti ſunt cum eo; quem 2 per- 
. cipient etiam hi qui ſimiliter ſine penitentia in malitia per- 
, ſeverant operibus, Lib. III. c. 35. Again, Quem admo- 


„% dum in N. Teſtamento ea quz eſt ad Deum fides hominum 


naucta eſt, — fic & pæna eorum qui non credunt adampliata 
« eft; non ſolum temporalli ſed & eterna fucta. Quibuſcunque 
1 enim dixerit dominus, diſcedite a me maladicti in ig 
* perpetu iſti erunt | ſemper damnati. Et Quibuſcanque 
« dixerit, venite benedicti Patris mei—hi ſemper 1 
% regnum, & in eo proficiant ſemper.” Lib. IV. c. 47. Here, 
. reed e Ersa, (3) The Dariion of Hell r 
is: 0 to Te; . (3:) ration of Hell- Fires 
is aſle ted to be as long as the Vlefſedneſ of Heayen : To which 
2 ſeveral of the antients ſpeak often, as plainly as ty 
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are to live and reign: together, ſo theſe, and un- 
"godly Men, ſhall be tormented together. Hell- 
Fire was Prepared for the Deyil and his Angels 
originally, but not ſolely. Damned Angels and 
Men are to ſuffer the fame Puniſhment for kind. 
.(3-) The Fire ſpoken of will be everlaſting. Depart 
% from me, — 6s 70 up To awry, into the Fire 


 -66. that will be everlaſting.” This Word, 2 4e, 


refers undoubtedly to the future Age conſequent on 
the Day of Judgment, called clſewhere, the Age of 
Ages, and in regard to the diſtinct ſucceſſive Parts of 
it, Ages of Ages. Now this ultimate Age, is everlaſi- 
ing. The Scripture acknowledges no End of it; 
ſpeaks of nothing to be conſequent upon it; and ſe- 
veral ways ſignifies it to be Endlleſi, as we have heard. 
4.) Being commanded'to depart, from before the 
- 4upreme Tribunal, into this everlaſting Fire; They 
„ ſhall accordingly go into everlaſting Puniſhment.” 
Theſe laſt Words afford us a double Argument for 
what we are endeavouring to prove. (1.) What- 
ever this Puniſhment is, it will be Rrifly everlaſting, 
If the future final Bleſſedneſs of the Righteous is ſo; 
becauſe the ſame Term of Duration is, in the ſame 
Sentence, applied to both, If indeed the Word 
wid always ſignify laſting only, and did never de- 
note, everlaſting, it could not be from hence proved, 
chat the Life and Puniſhment pointed at, are equally 
durable; (the indefinite Word, laſting, might be 
- applicd to different Objects, the Duration of which 
Is vaſtly Diſproportionable) but ſince the Word, 
Which is here rendered eternal, and everlaſting, 
does often, and properly, ſo fignify, as has been 
 thown ; nothing can be more rational than this 
Inference from the Text; the future Puniſhment 
of all the ungodly, as well as the future Life or 
Bleſſedneſs of all the Righteous will continue for 
. ever. (2.) If the End of Sinners condemned by 
Ohriſt is to be Annibilation, the Text before us 


- 
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ſhould have been to this Purpoſe. ** And theſe 
after being tormented, or puniſhed, for a Times 
ſhall be reduced to nothing, and fo everlaſtingly 
releaſed from Puniſhment.” Puniſhment plainly 
ſuppoſes the actual Being of the Object puniſhed, 
Sinners can't be ſaid to be everlaſtingly. puniſhed, 
if they don't everlaſtingly exiſt, — To annihilate 
wretched tormented Creatures, is not to continue 
puniſhing them, but to releaſe them from Puniſh» 
ment *. = FU Er 

2 Theſ. i, 9. Who ſhall be puniſhed with 
„ everlaſting. Deſtruction, &c.” This concerns 
all them who know not God, and all them who 
obey not the Goſpel. Theſe may be, and often 


are, puniſhed in the preſent World. Again, They © 


ſuffer” worſe Puniſhment in Hades, or Gebenna, 
before the Day of Judgment. But whatever 
they undergo before that great Day, they muſt 
ſuffer a more grievous Puniſhment then; and that 
ultimate Puniſhment reſerved for them, the Apoſtle 
here calls, everlaſting Deſtruction (which our Lord 
elſewhere expreſſes by God's deſtroying both Body 
and-Soul in Hell), The Queſtion now is, of 
what Nature is ibis Deſtruction? And how long 
will it continue ? *2 5 
1. The Deſtruction ſpoken of will not be An. 
nihilation; but what is much worſe, a State of 
compleat Miſery, * without Mixture, Judg- 

| | 2 ment 


« The ed Barnabas 3 ey ot od 
-ungodly _ everiaſiing Death, with Puniſhment, which | 
| Werd 44814 T:.wpras, might be added to prevent our taking 
everlafling Death, as Mr V. does, to fignify an utter Extiniion 
of being. With this agrees, Rev. xx. 14. as aſſerting the 
_ of Fire (elſewhere repreſented as everlaſting and unquenchable) 
and the ſecond Death to be the ſame. | Mi 

V. Z. Theſe Phraſes; Wrath to came (1 Thel. i. 10.) the „ 

cond Death (Rev. ii. 11.) Lake of Fire, (Rev. xix. 20,—XxXx. 
10, 14.) the Lake wwhich burnath with Fire and Brimffone, (Chap. 
Ai. 8.) are identical, and explanatory of each other. 
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ment without Mercy, as the Scripture ſpeaks elſe. 
where. Let our Antagoniſts ſhow where De- 
ftruttion, ſignifies, a being reduced to nothing. How 
often are Creatures ſaid to periſh, to be deſtroyed, 
to be devoured, to be burnt up, as in a moſt fierce 
raging Fire, tho“ not annihiliated? Few, if any, of 
our preſent Philoſophers plead for an Annihilation of 
the material World, or any Part of it. Yet our 
ſolar Syſtem, or at leaſt our terraqueous Globe 
with its Appurtenances are reſerved unto Fire, and 
the Apoſtle ſays expreſsly, They ſhall periſh.” 
Men are often ſaid 10 periſh, o be deſtroyed, when 
they die: tho? their Souls ſurvive, and their Bodies, 
how much changed ſoever for the worſe, are not 
annhilated. As Death, ſo Periſting, Deſtruction, 
and the like, are oft oppoſed to real ſubſtantial 
Bleſſedneſs. Sinners are repreſented as loſing their 
Souls in another World ; not becauſe their Being, 
Life, and active Powers periſh, but becauſe they 
are deprived of every kind of Enjoyment, and 
plunged into a State of endleſs, irrecoverable 
Miſery. *Tis indeed egregious trifling, and down- 
tight Ignorance, for any to infer the Annihilation 
of the Damned from ſuch a Word as this, Deſtruc- 
lion, or any other Words of the like import and 
uſe. Doubtleſs this Deſcription of the final State 
of the Damned, muſt be interpreted to a Con- 
ſiſtence with thoſe awful, affecting, Repreſenta- 
tions that have been explained before, They ſhall 
«© paſs into everlaſting Puniſhment,—Depart into 
L. everlaſting Fire, Sc.? 1 

2, If the DeftruZion, ſpoken of, is meant of 
Annibilation, or an utter Deſtruction of being; and 
if, according to aur Antagoniſts, the Word 
rendered everlaſting, ought rather to be rendered, 
laſting, it will follow, that. the Damned are neither 
to be tormented, nor ſuffer a loſs of their Beings, 
Lives, and aQtive Powers, for ever, According 
| : | | y +. 10 
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to Mr W. in particular, the Damned muſt not be an- 
nihilated for euer; but after being reduced to nothing 
for a time, - muſt recover their Beings and Lives, 
either in order to their immediately becoming final- 
ly bleſſed, © or in order to an immediate renewal of 
their Torments, or ig order to theirFecommencing 
Probationers for. EeShiry 3 all which Whims the 
word of Truth is perfectly ſilent about: And i 
are generally rejected even by them who op 
the Eternity of Hell Torments, Such plead not for 
a Reproduction of the wicked, but an everlaſting 
Deſtruction of their Beings ; which however 
unfairly, and weakly, argue from ſuch a Text as 
this, while they contend that the Word 4 
does not import, ſtriłily everlaſting f, " 19! 

Jude 6, 7, 13. The Angels which kept not 
s* their firſt Eſtate, he hath reſerved in ver- 
„ laſting Chains under Darkneſs, unto the Judg- 
% ment of the great Day.—Sodom, Gomorra, and 
$ the Cities about them, are ſet forth for an Exam 
ple, ſuffering the Vengeance of eternal Fire,. 
to whom is reſerved the Blackneſs of Darkneſs 
* fr ever.“ Of theſe 3 Texts, ; e => 
„ | 


* 


T This Text, 2 We 1.9. Tenæns ſo joins with Matth. iii. 
-12; and Chap. xxv. 41. as to make it evident, that he took 
gverlafling Deftruction, and the unguenchable or everlafting Fire 
to be the fame,—** qui colligit Triticum, in horrea, paleas 
'< autem comburet in jgne inextinguibili,—Abite à me maledicti 
« in Ignem eternum quem præparavit Pater meus Diabolo & an- 
4 gelis ejus. Et A poſtolus fimiliter ait, qui pznas dabunt in- 
-< teritus eternas & facie Domini, & A gloria virtutis ejus, &c ” 
Here, everlafting and aunquenchabl; (Eternus & inextinguibilis) 
are the 8 4. c. 66. Again, he quotes the two Texts 
in Martherw with ſome little change of Expreſſion. — c. 27.— 


What uſe was made of the former by the doting 


Tenæns obſerves, Lib. 1. Cap. 1. Tl]uor—leov 5avpor 
* gppuerevers t &c. ** They interpret the Fan to be 
Bo. the Croſs which conſumes all material Things, as the Fire does 
„ Chaff, and purifies them who are ſaved as the Fan does 


Corn.“ 
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Tue Firſt, concerns the fallen Angels only. 
Theſe are reſerved in everlaſiing Cbaim, duch 
40 Chains out of which they can never extri 
eate themſelves; and which certainly forebode 


their beiog caſt by the great Judge into the ever. 


laſting Fire, or the moſt 5 inſupportable 
endleſs Torment, prepared for them. Darkniþ 
in this Text is not the ſubterreſtrial Air, where the 
San comes not, or our dark Atmoſphere (to which 
Mr V. ſomewhere confines our exalted Saviour, 
the elect Angels, departed Souls good and bad, 
"with all other Apoftate Spirits) but a ſtate of Mi- 
fery-without all Hope of a Recovery to the Happi- 


nels they: have Joſt, and with a certain fearful looks 


of Darknefs for ever,“ eie rer amore. Two things 


og for of Judgment, and a fiery Indignation that 


Mall devour all the Adverſatics of God. 

The Setond of theſe Texts, concerns the People 
of Sodom, and other adjacent Cities. Theſe ** are 
c ſet. forth for an Example,“ (an affecting Inſtance 
of: Gods hot Diſpleaſure againſt ſuch bold daring 
Offenders)" ſuffering the Vengeance of eternal 
Fire? which alludes indeed, to the Brimſtone and 
Fire ſpoken of Gen. xix. 24. but directly and prim. 
cipally intends the Fire of Hell, of which the other 
was ordained to be a Forerunner, and Symbol. 
The Third of the Texts mentioned, foretells the 
future Miſeries of certain falſe Teachers of the apo - 
feolick Age. For ſuch, vwas reſerved the Blackneſs 


ate diſtinctly mentioned, the Nature and the Du- 
ration'of the future-Miſery of theſe Sinners. For 
uiderſtanding the former, it muſt be obſerved, that 
the Hebrew, whoſe Style is oft imitated in the New 
Teſtament, | are wont to expreſs the ſuperlative 
Degree, as by the Name of God, and the geni- 
tive Plural of the ſame, or a different Noun; ſo 


by two ſynonimous Words joined together. Thus, 


N fl . 


Blockne/s of . Darkneſi, is the blackeſt or groſſeſt 
— En 
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Darkneſs. As therefore Darkneſs is often put far 
Miſery ; ſo Blackneſs of Darkneſs, or the thickeſt 
- Darkneſs, here mentioned, expreſſes the extremely 

miſerable State of the Damned. This to the laſt 
41 Tor atora, for ever. The Word might be ren- 
der'd either, for an Age, or 10 Eternuty. If Mr 
Vs Diſtinction between the Darkneſs. of Hades, 
and the Fire of Gebenna could be made good, we 
mult reſtrain this Text to the preſent Puniſhment 
of wicked Men in Hades, before the Day of Judg- 
ment; however conſidering them as Preparatory 
to the future endleſs Torments of Gebenna after- 
wards. But, as I have hinted before, this 1. 1 
Opinion of Mr VV. is in entirely Groundleſs.. Dark- 
neſs and Fire are both of them figurative Deſcrip- 
tions, applicable to each of the different Periods 
of future Puniſhments. The Text, then, may 
and does, ſignify to us the extreme . endleſs. Tor- 
' ments of the Damned, particularly ſuch bold obſti- 
nate Corrupters of the Faith of the Goſpel as axe 
here ſtruck at.— Mr V. gives us two, Obſervations 
on theſe Texts in Jude. (1.) That the Word aus, 
is generally ſuppoſed to be much more expreſſive 
of a proper Eternity than 4 iss, and is yet uſed 
for uſed for Time limited, or for the Duration of 
the Age, of Ages, till the Day of Judgment, and 
no longer. (2.) That the Conflagration of Sodom 
and the other City is ſtiled, the Vengeance, 
Tvpos along, commonly rendered, ** of eternal Fire,“ 
becauſe it utterly deſtroyed them; altho? ſuch Fire, 
or Conflagration, was ſoon over, and burned: no 
longer than the. utter Deſtruction of thoſe Cities 
required, As to the former, (1.) Who told Mr 
M. that aides, is generally ſuppoſed to be much 
more expreſſive of a proper Eternity than ar ? 
Few, if any, of the Learned ſuppoſe this. The 
latter Word is really as ſignificant, and expreſſive 
as the former, Of the two tis more generally — 
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plied, both to the future endleſs Glory of the 
Saints, and to the abſolute Eternity of God hith- 
. "felf, In the Paſſages cited by Mr V. from his 
' Apoſtolick Conſtitutions, each of them is applied both 
to ſuture Glory, and future Puniſhments, There, 
and in other Writings, - they are uſed promiſcu- 
-ouſly. (2.) The Word rendered everlaſting, ver. 6. 
is not uſed for à Time limited. Tis true, the 
Angels that fell, are ſaid to be reſerved in theſe 
"Chains, © unto the Judgment of the great Day.“ 
Hut are ibeſe Chains, whatever they import, to be 
ſtruck off at the Time mentioned? Will they, 
Iben, be able to eſcape out of the Hands of Divine 
vindictiee Juſtice, in which they are now held? 
VUnjuſt Souls departed are ſaid to be reſerved unto 
the Day of Judgment to be puniſhed, 2 Pet. ii. g. 
Does this imply that ſuch will be no longer punifh- 
ed, when that Judgment comes? No more does 
this other Text intimate to us, that the Chains in 
Which apoſtate Spirits are held till the Day of 
Judgment, will then be taken off them; or that 
they are not, ſtrictly and properly everlaſting.— As 
to the latter, the Conflagration Wooded by Moſes, 
Gen. xix. did not utterly deſtroy the Beings of the 
Inhabitants of thoſe Cities, whom Jude repreſents 
as, ©* ſuffering the Vengeance of eternal Fire.” 
Were their Bodies annihilated by that Burning? 
Did not their Souls, the principal Part of them, 


- Jurvive 
* a 8 Is one Place Gets Blfſedneſe is called Con aiwviog. and 
the Death oppoſed thereto, bavals 3 V. p. 60. 


2. that Death import an utter Deſtruction of being, or 
does it not? If it does aro, muſt ſtand for everlaſting, or 
ria) endleſs. If it does not, Mr V arguing for the Anni- 
hilation of the Damned, from ſuch Characters of future Miſery, 
as,” the ſecond Death, Ic. is altogether invalid—Again, as 
dete, is applied to the Fire of Hell, p. 60, 61. and future 

' Puniſhment, þ 60. ſo Ae, to the Worm that torments 
the mned, as well as to the æõ Ie 7 aiwror, throughoat 
Which a Glory, Adoration, &c> muſt be acribed to Father- 

Son, and Holy Ghoſt, ibid. | 2 | 
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ſurvive it? Are not the Puniſhments of another 
State, even thoſe of Hades before'the Day of Jud 
ment, much more terrible than the Delton iy 
Brimſtone and Fire, rained from Heaven on th 
Cities? And was not this ordained by Divine Ju- 
ſtice to be an Emblem, and Forerunner, of the other; 
which therefore are principally: nen in the 
Text? 

Kev. xiv. 10, 11. Ch. xix. 3. ch. xx. 10. « The 
„ ſame ſhall drink of the Wine of the Wrath of 
God, which is poured out without Mixture, Se. 
„ And the Smoke of their Torment aſcendeth v 
« for ever and ever. — Her Smoke went up for 
. #5. and ever, —The Devil that deceive > * 
and Magog, was caſt into the Lake of Fire 
66-Brimſtone, where the Beaſt and the falſe Prophet 
are, and ſhall be tormented Day and Night for 
6 ever and ever.” Each of theſe Texts is an irre- 
| Proof of future endleſs T orments, if the 
Phraſe, for ever and over, does really expreſs/a Du- 
ration that is ſtrictly endleſs. Now if any Words 
whatever import thus much, theſe do. This Phraſe 
occurs in the New Teſtament about Twenty 
Times : Tis on of the J Scripture-Ex- 
preſſions, (.) O the abſ ue Peppe of the 
r ag Rev. iv. 9, 10. Ch. v. 95 
Ch. x. 6. Ch. xv. (2) Of the Glorp due" 
him, or the rnfinite Perfections belongi 
as abſolutely everlaſting, Gal. i. 4. 5 N 5. 
1 Tim. i. 17. 2 Tim. iv. 18. Heb. xiii. 21. (3) Of 
the endleſs Life, and Divine Glory, of the Son of 
God particularly, Heb. i. B. Reb. i. 18. Cb. v. 13. 
And (4) Of the ny lr oor —— ne eat 
prov? to be ftrictly ani properly ever 

great God is repreſented, e ard E. num 
Serre glorious ;, the Son of Sin e our ee, | 
as living and reigning ; the Saints at Ming 


Ang wilb Cbriſt; and the Damned, worm, 
or 


38 © The Scripture Account of the 
for ever and ever. Is not Scripture to be inter- 
reted by Scripture? Why muſt the Senſe of this 
-Phraſe be limited when ſpoken of future Torments, 
while ; it admits not of ſuch a Limitation in any 
other Caſe; as it moſt certainly does not, Since 
the Divine Glories, the Life of our incarnate Sa- 
viour, and the future Bleſſedneſs of the Saints, are 
ſtrictly everlaſting; and the Continuance of each 
45 no Where more ſtrongly expreſſed than by this 
very Phraſe; which is uſed. four Times, (in the 
three Texts above, and another to be afterwards 
confidered).;in Relation to the future Torments of 
the Damned 2 W bv; | 
The firſt of theſe Texts concerns the obſtinat | 
en of Anti- Chriſt: Each of whom al 
Preſented, (1.) As extremely miſerable. © He 
£. drink” of the Wine of the Wrath which is 
« 2 yt; out without Mixture, into the Cup of 
is Indignation; ; and he ſhall be tormented, - as, 
2 Fire and Brimſtone.“ This Variety of 
Characters, and Fi jgures, ſets forth the extreme 
Wretchedneſs of damned Sinners. (2.) They are 
tormented in the. Preſence. of Cbriſt and the Holy 
Angels Which perhaps intimates, that a deſpiſed 
Dighted, Saviour has no Compaſſion for theſe: Sin- 
ers, and that the Angels of God; though, mini- 
ring Spirits for the Heirs of Salvation, are nel- 
ther warranted, nor diſpoſed, to intercede for, or 
"compaſſionate, theſe accurſed Creatures. (3.) T, beir 
\ Tormepts, are everlaſting. By the Smoke of their 
2 Torment," is \meant;: the Smoke of the Fire, or the 
„Fire itſelf, in which they are tormented, Smoke 
"7 Sign of Fire; and Signs are often put for the 
Agr ignified thereby. „The Smoke of their 
„Torment aſcendeth up for ever and ever.” 
Fi 5D bis, hn = W, affirms not that the Genera- 
ee lity of the ;wicked ſhall be fo long tormented, 
5 n that the = ſome of their e 
* 
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c ſhould fo long aſcend up. Which Phraſes, 48 
they are very far from denoting a proper Eter© 
e nity, ſo is there room for Conjecture, that che 
Smoke of ſuch their Torment may aſcend up 
&« in terrorem, longer than the Torments then 
e ſelves of particular Offenders continue; and 
that the Fire and the Smoke thereto belonging, 
% may be the common Place of Torment for Sin- 
“ ners in different Ages and Periods of the World 
«© one after another.” Mr V, *tis well known, is 
never at a Loſs for Suppoſitions and Conjectures. 
This here falls in with what he intimates elſewhere; 
pag. 110, 111. namely, That © our” Earth Thalf 
« at the great Day be turned from a Planet into 
„ a Comet; and the Devil, his Angels, and Dæ- 
«© mons, together with the incurably wicked 
« among Mankind, ſhall be thrown into it's 
« burning Atmoſphere, till they are utterly de- 
« ſtroyed, and the Smoke of their Torment aſ- 
« cends up for Ages of Ages; or for many of its 
C Revolutions about the Sun, in the Tail of that 
6 Comet. But, ſays Mr V, this is only a private 
“ -Conjefture of my own: Nor do I deſire it to 
ebe any otherwiſe eſteemed.” This is frank and 
modeſt enough. Knowing therefore, that Mr s 
Conjectures have often proved Miſtakes, we can't 
incline to interpret the Texts before us according 
to this particular private Conjecture of his. We 
are not bound, or inclinable to ſuppoſe, with this 
fanciful Philoſopher, that, the Smoak of their Tur. 
ment, is the burning 8 2 of a Comet; => 

2 # 


h Whether many, or any, beſides Mr V. himſelf, ſuppoſe 


the 


— Peter, &c. will be accompliſhed by-t 


60. The Beripture Acevatt of the A 


Sa this Phraſe, for ever and ever, (or as Mr N. 
renders it, fer Ages of Apes) denotes no more 
than many Revolutions of a Comet round the 
% Sun.” Our Earth may be turned into a Comet, 
and i it may be otherwiſe, ** Comets, as they are 
« Miniſters of Divine Juſtice, and in their Viſits, 
4. ly, lend us benign or noxious Vapours, 

« N to the Deſigns of Providence; ſo, 
« for ought we know, they may be the Habita- 
< tion 01 Animals in a State of Puniſhment, 
«. which; (ſays Dr Cheyne) if it did not look too 
4 notional, there are many Arguments to render 
not improbable. — However from them we may 
& learn, that the Divine Vengeance may find a 
, Seat for his difobedient Creatures, without being 
7 put to che Expence of a new Creation. What 

= 4 have offer'd as to our Earth's being ſo ro 
fined and purified by the Conflagration, as to be- 
come, by God's Appointment, be Heaven of the 
Bleſſed, deſerves to be conſidered i. But if this Earth 
of ours is to be ſo altered by the Fire of the laſt 
Day, as to become the Hell of the Damned, as 
oy Hem Edwards ſuppoſes * ; this may be, with= 


out 
given by by Mr 7 of the Smoke of their "way is juſt and right, 
XIV. 11. T know not: But admitting that fome of 
Hypotheſes are not improbable, (the fie and third) are we war- 
ranfed therefore to bend the'Scriptare to Mr Hs, or any phi- 


lolophical Hypotheſes ?. Or to believe that aroves T 22 
1 of Ages, which every where elle denote an ab/o/utely endleſs 
ation, muſt be as Mr . here underſtands it? 


Ser ae Nos on Texts of Scripture, c. Vol. I. 
191, Ce. 
T In his Diſcourſe on the XIIth Article of the Creed, p. 76. 
How different are the Opinions of learned Divines as to the 
of Heaven and Hel]. One places the former, another the 
e in the. Sun, Some deſcribe the preſent Hell of the 
"ea a —— Region : Others ſpeak of the Bottom 
wick the inner Parts of our Earth, and the Atmo/- 
t , 8 Habitations, of the A peu 
10 n or any other, fanciful H 
— Scripture-Account be thought ſufficient, 


* - 


2 2 8 5 
* 
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out it's becoming one of the Comets, and without 


it's Wrong round the Sun at all, Divine Juſtice 
might puniſh. the Damned with everlaſting Viciſſi- 
tudes of Heat and Cold z which Conj of 
ſome is not very different from that of Dr by 
or that of Mr V. But there is no End of 1 
jectures, and fanciful Suppoſitions. Mr V. is as 
good at them as ever Man was. But whatever this 
hiloſophical Divine is willing to ſuppoſe, we de- 

| Fre Leave to be perſuaded, that the ſacred Scri 
tures, as divinely inſpired, are more to be depend: 4 
ed on than any arbitrary Hypotheſes, or indeed 

the beſt Philoſophy in the World; and till Mr V. 
can prove, that theſe Texts don't refer to the Tor- 
ments of Hell; that be Smoke of their Torment 
may not, according to Grammar and juſt Criti- 
ciſm, ſignify, tbe Fire in which the Damned are lor. 
mented z and that what we render, for ever and 
ever, does not properly ſo ſignify ; we can't help 
looking on each of theſe Texts as an invincible 
Proof of future everlaſting Miſeries, reſerved for 
all the Ungodly. Tis true, this in Ch. wiv. 1. 
directly relates to the obſtinate Adherents of Anti- 
chriſt : That in Chᷣ. xix. 3. foretels the irrecover- © 
able Perdition of the Roman Anti-Chriſtian Church; *Y 
and that in Cb. xx. 10. expreſſes the final complear ö 
Damnation of the Devil, with the Beaſt and the 
falſe Prophet only. But ic muſt be remembred, as 
what the Scripture elſewhere tells us, that Devils 
and damned; Men will be finally judged, and there- 
upon eternally tormented, together. All the Un- 
godly of Mankind are to be caſt into the fame 
everlaſting, unquenchable Fire, with the Devil and 
his Angels.—This is further hinted in Rev. xv. 7. 
„One of the four Beaſts, vr living Creatures, gave 
* unto the ſeven Angels, ſeven golden Vials, full 
* of the Wrath of God, who liveth for gv aud 
* ever,” Compare this with, Heb, x. 34. bf, Woh 


R 
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before.” Two things are included in this Text, 
the © abſolutely endleſs Duration of God himſelf 
expreſſed, and the ſtrictly endleſs Continuance of 
the Miſeries of the Wicked intimated; in that 

they are denominated not meerly the Vraib of 
God, but the Wrath of God who liveth for ever and 
ever. Heb. vi. 2. And of eternal Judgment.“ 
This, which includes the folemn publick Abſolu- 
tion of the Righteous, and Condemnation of the 
Wicked, at the great Day, with the final everlaſt- 
ing States of both conſequent thereupon, the Apoſtle 
mentions” as a fundamental Article of Religion. 


Mr , tells us of no lefs than © Five original 
Catalogues of fundamental Doctrines, in all 
«*which the proper Eternity of Hell Torments is 
entirely omitted. Four are found in his Apo- 
folical Conſtitutions, which we reject as filly, de- 
teſtable Forgeries |; the Fifth, and laſt, is this of 

N * the 


1 De Apoftolical Conſſitutiant, tho' regarded by Mr V, as a 
moſt ſacred Book of the New Teſtament, and zealouſly pleaded 
for by bim on every Occaſion, have been invincibly proved 
ſpurious by Daille, by Le Clerc, by Biſhop Smalbroke, by 
. Mr Turner of Colchefler, by Dr Jobs Edwards, and, in 
* to a notable Part of them, by the late Mr Jeſebb Beyſe, at the 
| Cloſe of his as yet unanſwered, , and indeed, unanſwerable 
Treatiſe of Ep:i/copacy. Mr V. having appealed even to C/:- 
ment's Epiſtle, in ſupport of the pretended Conſtitutions as Apo- 
ſtolical or Canonical; Mr Boyſe has evidently proved theſe Con- 
ſtitutions to be ſpurious, ſrom the manifeſt Diſagreement be- 
tween them, and the ſaid Epiſtle, in regard to Epiſcopacy, and 
the ſeveral Orders pertaining to a Church compleatly orga- 
"nized. - Clement mentions no other than the two Orders 
ſpoken of Philip. i. 1. 1 Tim. iii. — The Conflitutions, both 
in the Liturgy and in other Places, mention, Biſhops, Preſby- 
ters, Deacons, : Subdeacons, Deaconeſſes, Readers, Singers, 
Porters, Virgins, * Widows, beſides the Body of the Laity : 
Let me add. The ridiculous Interpretations of Scripture found in 
; theſe -Canftitations (as well as other antient aſtical W ri- 
tings) ; mera] Divinity (fo juſtly cenſur'd by Archbiſhop 
Land himſelf, in the pretended Epiſtle of Barnabas, and) of 


which . Specimen in theſe Conſtitutions; their Incon- 
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the Writer to the Hebrews ; which proves the 
hs wit Everlaſtingueſs both of the Joys of Hea 
the 1 of Hell, to be not only @ 7 rk 
but a fundamental Doctrine, a capital Article of 
our Faith, a Truth of great Importance, and the 
utmoſt Conſequence. As ſuch it muſt appear to 
720 one who knows, and conſiders, that eternal 

Fuße ment includes as above; which tis needleſs 
further to inſiſt on, after what has been offer d al- 
ready, from other Texts, and in Relation to the 
Word a, or eternal. — Some N will in- 
| cline to add, 

Eccleſ. xii, 5. ** Man goeth to his long > Home.” 
For, long Home, the Original has, Bach ho” the 
Houſe of Eternity, or an Age. Moſt underſtand it 
of the Grave, and prefer our common . 
Others read and underſtand it thus. 
to his everlaſting Home,“ the Ho of his on ur 
nity, the Place, or State, where he muſt take 
his everlaſting Abode; according to which bo both 
Heaven and Hell are here pointed at; the f former 
as the Houſe not made wit 71 Hands, Eternal” in the 
Heavens, prepared for the Righteous ; and Hell as 
N ne leſs perpetual Abode of the Ungodly 

Matt. v. 25, 26. Agree with thine Ache 
J y — leſt the Adverſary deliver, thee to 12 


udge — and thou be caſt into Priſon. Thou 
| alt by no Means come out thence, till thou 
« haſt, paid the uttermoſt Farthing,” Mr V. gives 
us, on this Text, a notable Specimen of his Skill, 
and Judgment, as an Interpreter of Seripture 
* Wee en he Chunks, may be Ihe . Ti, 


8 it 


ſiſt vn e ad rds W penn 
ene with the ar. the cred Ree ridiculous Rites preſcribed 
in them, and laugh d by all Perſons of Judgment wok; wg ; 


all theſe might be infiſted on as Proofs 2 the the Serine of 
. theſe old wad Conſtitutions, and the extreme of 
pleading for them ſo ſtifly and i Er does. 


» 
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it muſt nted, 1 no Hege Gre ul his 
own, Bee it from ſuch choice Expofizors 
as ſome of the Fathers were; among whom ſome 
took this Adver/ary to be the Body, others the 
Devil: But why ſhould we be directed to | 
Wich this, grand Adverſary ? This appeared ridi- 
culous to Auyuſtin, as I doubt not it does to many 
dew gh Of the different Solutions hinted by the Au- 
one is this, To agree with, or be favourable 
ts, the vol? is to Pat finning; in compliance 
with his Temptations, and ſo prevent his being a 
pufferer on our Account, If Mr V. has obſerv'd 
this, and the other trifling, ridiculous Comments 
von the Text, tis ſtrangethat he ſhould not diſcern 
the Wende and Folly of tem; inſtead of which 
he gravely e that,“ If by the Adver/ary 
4 here be meant the Devil, and the Text relates to 
e Priſon of Gebenna or Hell, and not that of 
@ Hades; as it is commonly anderftood ; this Af 
1 ſertion of our Saviout's moſt naturally implies, 
ic that at length, tho? not ſoon, the wicked are to 
= be delivered - out of that Prifop, and is clearly a- 

« pxinſt the proper Eternity of Hell Torments,” 
To which I reply, (1.) Whether this Text dogs or 
does not refer to the Torments of Hell, tis ridi- 
culous to underſtand the Aver ſary _ nk of be 
the Devil, a 1 wage; 
or favourable, to bim. (2.) If — art © 
This Text does indeed refer to the Tarments of 
another World, the Adurrſary ſpoken of can be no 
other than Gop himſelf, i, "35 an holy, righte- 
_ *ous Legiſlator, is an Enemy to his guilty” Creatures 

as ſuch; and the Purport of the Text muſt be this: 
As *tis the Intereſt of every one who has incurr'd 
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fot Patdon and Reconciliation without Delay; fo it 
concerns all who have offended an Almighty Holy 
God to be reconciled to bim immediately. Be dili- 

« gent that ye may be found of him in Peace without 
Spot and a blameleſs:” Labour, by humble, ear 
neſt, continued Re 4 that wobether preſent or ab- 
ſent ye may be accepted of bim ; leſt if ye die un- 
forgiven, and unreconciled, ye ſhould be caſt, by 
Deanne, (cul wine you will Had, or Gez 

„(call it you wi , or 

into which if once caſt, you can never get a Diſ- 
charge out of that horrible Priſon : There you muſt 
lye, ; and continue ſuffering, till you have fully 
ſatisfied the Liw and Juſtice of God, which no 
* · [” ꝙ ?1˙ or Sufferings, of the Damned in Hell can 
Fame ii. 13. He ſhall have Judgment with- 
4 out Mercy, that hath ſhewed no Mercy.” Here 
| without Mercy, xpiou artes, anſwers to 
 #rath without Mixture. Rev. xiv. 10. This is 
reſerved for the unmerciful, and other impenitent 
Sinners, in the next World, Inſtead of the merci- 
ful, or moderate Chaſtiſements that Providence 
allots in the preſent Life, there is to be hereafter 
Fudgment without Mercy; ntly no Recovery 
of the Damned to the Favour of a Sin-hating God, 
or ſo much as a Releaſe by Annibilation. For if the 
Damned, after their being puniſhed, and grievouſly 
tormented, for a Time, ſhould be reduced to no- 
thing, in that Caſe there would be a Releaſe from 
the moſt wretched Circumſtances: And would not 
that be an Act of Kindneſs and Mercy? Certainly 
to releaſe ſuch wretched tormented Creatures, in 
any way whatever, is to ſhew Kindneſs and Mercy 

to.them. But this is what none of the Damned 
are warranted to hope 25 None but the great 


God 


66 be Scripture Account f tbe 
God has it in his Power to releaſe them, and he has 
no where told us that he will do it? : Confiftently 
with allowing, as I think all do, different Degrees 
of future Miſeries, we think ourſelves obliged to a- 
bide by this awful Truth, that . the Puniſhment 
of every one of the Damned will be inſupport- 
.<< able and everlaſting :*? Which having now prov'd 
from a large Collection of plain expreſs. Scripture 
Teſtimonies, I could venture to undertake a yet 
further Confirmation of this capital, fundamental, 
Article of our Faith, from the many Paſſages which 
ſignify God's fixed Reſolution never to forgive any 
whom Death and Judgment find 1mpenitent ; and 
From other Texts which preſent us with the Doctrine 
of Chriſt's Satisfattion, and forbid all Hopes of Sal- 
vation but on that bottom; not to mention the 
nalural Immortality of the Soul, which if once prov'd 
(as ſome think it may) it evidently. follows, that 
every one of Mankind muſt be happy or miſerable 
for ever, without a miraculous divine Agency to 
prevent it. But from ſuch Attempts I chuſe to de- 
ſiſt; at leaſt for the preſent. Enough, and per- 
haps more than enough, has been ſuggeſted already, 
for confirming the proper Everlaſtingneſs of the Tor- 
ments of Hell, and detecting the Vanity of every 
Sentiment, how pleaſing ſoever to ſome a, oppoſi 
thereto, —But it may be ſaid, Bc at” 
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This arguing muſt be valid while the Scripture is acknow- 
ledged as the Standard, according to which all DoArines are to 
be tried, and by 'which our Hopes and Fears are to be regu- 
Hated. Certain primitive Hereticts are cenſur'd by the Apoſtle 
for intrudivg into thoſe things which they had not ſeen, + (Col. 
11, 18.) which they had not received any proper Evidence of. 


4 Theſe are not only Deiſſi, and the more licentious of pro- 


fefling Chriſtians, but ſome ſerious pious Perſons likewiſe ; a- 
mong whom, Hopes of the final Annihilation of all the Damned, 
are perhaps more common nav, than in former Times. The 
late Mr J. V. one of Oliver Cromwells Chaplains, has been 
ſuppoſed to be an Aſſerter gf the Doctriae commonly, imputed 
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Is not this Over-ſevere, Cruel, Unrighteous ? Mr 
M biſton, and ſome others, are confident that it is 
ſo. But theſe Gentlemen, with all their Learning; 
and Conceit of themſelves, ' may be miſtaken; ' If 
they take the Scripture for their Standard, and 
judge according to that (I am not concern'd at pre- 
ſent with thoſe who don't profeſſedly do that) the 
main Queſtion muſt be, Does the Word of Truth, 
or a God who cannot lye, ſpeaking in and by his 
on Word, threaten” Sinners with a Deſtruction, 
Puniſhment, Miſery- that is abſalutely perpetual; or 
does he not? If the Word of God does really 
threaten them with all this, *tis certain that God 
has a Right to inflict it; and none are at Liberty to 
aſſert that he will not do ſo. Certainly a moſt 
wiſe, and juſt God would never threaten to do, 
what he has no Authority to do; and what the 
Lord of nl has an Authority to do, none ſhouꝰd 
be ſo hardy, and preſumptuous, as to pronounce 
cruel, or unjuſt. If the Word of Truth does not 

a Reſolution on God's Part to caſt an un- 
godly: World, (Angels and Men) into a Fire bat 
never can be quenched, to torment them for ever 
and ever; and if the Oppoſers of this Doctrine can 
diſprove it, let them favour us ſo far as to under- 
take it. Let them prove that the Fire kindled by 
divine Juſtice, for the tormenting of guilty damned 
Creatures, is ſolely, or principally, of the material 
Kind: and that Sinners caſt into this Fire will be 

en 0: 204923 i d a nog ſo - 
to Origen, and ſeemingly favour'd by Mr V. p. 113. But I 
——— that what was Nieved by ht are —— Gentleman, 
„Was nothing more than the utter Deftruftion- of Bring, which 
— Archbiſhop 7 inclin'd to; which Mr E. 
Has openly: pleaded for from the Preſs ; which Mr F. S. of N. 
has lately aſſerted in ſeveral Sermons from the , Pulpit; and 
Which, if I am not miſinfarm'd, is maintain'd other 
unſeriptural Tenets) by Count Zinzendorf,. ſeveral of the Mor 

— and the whimſical concrited Followers of 
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ſo burnt up as to he thereby reduced to nothing. 
In one Word, let them prove our foregoing Inter, 
$ to be falſe and groundleſs. It becomes 
not any wiſe Chriſtian to be poſitive in this Caſe, 
withaut very clear ſolid Proofs. To what I have 
offer d, let me have leave to ſubjoin the following 
Queries, and propoſe them to ſerious mature Con- 
tion. 
Is not Sin, as ſuch, che greateſt of all Evils } 
moſt abominable in its Nature, and moſt juſtly 
— to God ? *Tis as the Apoſtle ur Gang 
it, 4 7. ranſgrefſion of the Law, evoutey W 
ſcription of it is found even in Plato and Ariftotle. 
Sin is of the Nature of Unkindneſs to God; Dif 
obedience. to him and Rebellion againſt him: *Tis a 
revolting from God: *Tis Iniguily, or Injuſtice, 
with Regard to him: Tis a ferfaking of him, a 
 Neparting from him, Emily againſt him, who is 
infinitely more worthy of our Love, Reverence, 
and Obedience * . other can be; on which 
Account ſome ſcruple not to conceive, and ſpeak, 
of Lin as infwitely Evil. Since it offends and diſ- 
honours an infinitely glorious God; why may it 
not deſerve infinite, i. e. extreme, endleſs. Puniſp- 
event ? Even Plato cou'd ſay. The Wickedneſs 
4. of the Soul is the greateſt Evil of all.” Yet how 
| inſenſible are many profeſſed Chriſtians of this moſt 
evident Truth? Why have we nothing of it in 
Mrs late Book? 1 Denial of the 
endleſs Duration of Hell Torments ſeems to take 
its Riſe from an Ignorance of the moſt hateful 
abotninable Nature of Sin, and can hardly be main- 
fain'd without ſhutting our Eyes againſt the clear 
Evidence of this Principle. Let th Ka de Things, 
the infinite Greatneſs of God, the comparative 
Meanneſs, Baſeneſs, Deſpicableneis of the 
And the Seripture Account of Sin, be ſeriouſly an 


thoroughly eder by us; and we —— 
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haps readily come into a Belief of this, that Sin is 
of all Evils the greateſt, and juſtly the 
Creature to endleſs Mifery, As Mr #”s Book 
carries in it no Evidence of his having deliberately 
weighed theſe three Things together, it can have 
little Weight with thoſe who are not too eaſy to be 
impoſed on, or with them who are thoroughly ac- 
quainted with the Subject treated of. | 
2. Are not Holineſs, (as it implies an irrecon- 
cileable Averſion to Sin) and punitive Fuſtice eſſen- 
tial to God? How often is he calPd tbe Holy One f 
No leſs: than about forty Times. Tis not more 
certain, or plainly reveal'd, that he is wiſe, power- 
ful, good, than that he is an Enemy to Sin, and fix- 
edly reſolved to puniſh it. He is a God of purer 
« Eyes than to behold ibis Evil.“ Habh. i. 13. i. e. 
he can't look upon it but with the utmoſt Diflike 
and Abhorrence. 4 He is not a God that hath 
& Pleaſure in Wickedneſs, —he hateth all Workers 
0 of Iniquity, Sc.“ P/al. v. 4, 5, 6. © God is 
“ jealous: and the Lord revengeth : The Lord re- 
« vengeth and is furious: The Lord will take 
« Vengeance on his Adverſaries — and will not at 
all acquit the wicked.” Nabum i. 2, 3, 6. Our 
God is a conſuming Fire, and it is a fęarful 
« thing to fall into the Hands of this living God, 
«« to whom Vengeance belongeth.” Heb. Xii. ll. 


God 
| theſe evidence his implacable Averſion to Sin it- 
ſelf ; his invariable Reſolution to-puniſh it ; and to 
ſhew Mercy to none of his guilty ſinful Creatures, 
but in conſequence, and conſideration, of a Satiſ- 
faction to his Juſtice? Some tell us, that God 
% may puniſh Sin if he will,” but the Rectitude 
of his Nature does not _ him to do it. He 
$. does not act unjuſtly if he puniſhes his ſinful 
| Creatures 


fo Me Seripture Account of the 
Creatures according to the Demerit of their 
8 Crimes, but there is no divine Perfection that 
requires it;” 1. . Vindictive Juſtice is not eſ- 
ſential to God; conſequently, Sinners may be ſaved 
without a proper Atonement, and they whoſe Sins 
are not expiated by the Death of Chriſt, may eſcape 
without endleſs Torments. Thus not only Socinus, 
and his profeſsd Followers, but ſome others, too, 
chuſe to think and ſpeak. But without Leave from 
the Word of God, which repreſents an infinitely 
perfef? Being as the Holy One, as à conſuming Fire, 
as an Hater of all Workers of Iniquity as ſuch ; as 
one to whom Vengeance belongeth,” as one 
„ who will by no Means clear the Guilty,“ as one 
whoſe Holineſs is a Kind of univerſal Attribute, 
his Power being Holy, his Promiſe Holy, his Cove- 
nant Holy, all bis Works, or Dealings with the Crea- 

ture, Holy; and by theſe Repreſentations it invites 
us to conſider him as an implacable Enemy to Sin; 
as unchangeably reſolved to puniſh it ; and as one 
who may as ſoon ceaſe to be, as diſcontinue, hating 
of Sin, and inclinable to [puniſh it. Theſe Senti- 
ments, however, are overlook'd, and it may be 
rejected with Scorn by Mr V. Yet when he 
thought it proper to introduce his bold Attack, 

on an Article of Faith commonly received, with 
a large Number of /acred, and apocrypbal Te Te eſtimo- 
uies to the Divine Goodneſs and Mercy, he ought 
to have joined therewith the Seripture Account of 
his Holineſs, and punitive Juſtice : An omitting 
of which is either chargeable with Unfairneſs and 
ſuperficial Dealing, or convicts our otherwiſe learn- 
ed Author of having meddled with a Subject he did 
not thoroughly underſtand, and had never mature- 
ly or ſufficiently confider'd. Mr. WW. p. 2. ſpeaks 
of Dr T. Burnet, as having endeavour'd to confute 
the 2 ag Exerniry ihe Hell FE — without 
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going to the Bottom of that Matter. Verily' 
M. as well as that excellent and good- natur d Author 
has attempted to confute an eſtabliſhed Article of 
the Chriſtian Faith, without examining it” to the 
Bottom, or diſcovering a competent Underſtanding 
of the 'Grounds and Principles of it; in which Re- 
ſpect this learned Gentleman is juſtly blameable. 
3 Is not every divine Perfection ftriftly infinite ? 
Fhe Holineſs and Juſtice of God no leſs than his 
Wiſdom, Goodneſs,” Mercy, and the reſt? God 
not only hates Sin, but is the greateſt Enemy to it 
that can poſſibly be: For he is the Holy One; and 
there is none boly as the Lord*, What he is as tb 
his, che will continue to be for ever. His Diſlike 
to Sin and Propenſity to puniſh it being infinite, 
and uncbangeable, (as all his Perfections undoubted- 
ly-are)-is it not reaſonably preſum'd, that Sinners 
unreconciled to God by the Death of his Son, muſt 
continue ſuffering to Eternity? If not, does not 
God's bot Diſpleaſure againſt them for their Sins 
confiderably abate ? Will he not ceaſe to be in- 
finitely holy ? For what is the Holineſs of God but 
a Propenſity to act becomingly of himſelf ; a Regard 
tothe Honour of his own Name, a Love to Holi- 
neſs in the Creature, an Hatred of Sin, and a Will 
to puniſh'it ? If then this Attribute of the Deity is 
ſtrictly infinite, his Diſlike to Sin, his Propenſity 
to puniſh it, and his Hatred of all Workers of Ini- 
quity as ſuch, muſt always continue equal to what 
they are; can never ceaſe ; never abate : Which 
looks liker a Demonſtration of the proper Eternity 
of Hell Torments, than Mr W's imperfect unfair Re- 
preſentation of God, and his ſtrained violent Inter- 
pretations of Scripture, as well as antient human 
Writings, are of the contrary, rs.” 


4. As 
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4. Are we warranted to oppoſe one divine Per-. 
feftion to another? or to aſcribe to God infinite 
| Goodneſs, and Mercy, in any Senſe that will not 
comport with his infinite Holineſs and punitive 
Juſtice? The great God is indeed moſt good, and 
Infinitely ſo : As good as he is great; as mereiful as 
it is poſſible for him to be, i. e. as good and mer- 
ciful as he can be, conſiſtently with the greateſt 
poſſible Diſlike to Sin, and the ſupreme Regard to 
imſelf (the Honour of his own Name) that be- 
comes ſuch an one as he his. To aſcribe infinite 
Goodneſs to him in any other Senſe, is not to do 
Honour to him, bur to vilify and blaſpheme him. 
It is to ſet up, and do Homage to, an Idol of our 
own Fancies, or of human Invention ; inſtead of, 
and in Oppoſition to, the one living and true God; 
who, while he is ready to forgive repenting Prodi- 
gl through Chrift, is 'implacably averſe to- their 
Sins, is at once infinitely merciful and equally 
holy, and acts in a full Agreeableneſs to both theſe 
Characters in all his Dealings with the People, whom 
he loves and ſaves. Holineſs, as has been hinted, is 
a kind of univerſal Attribute. A Vein of Purity,“ 
as one ſ ſays, runs thro' his whole Name. With- 
4 out Holineſs his Wiſdom would be Subtilty, his 
« Juſtice Cruelty, his Sovereignty Tyranny, his 
© Mercy fooliſh Pity ; all would degenerate into 
ee ſomewhat unworthy of God,” We conceive 
ally, and dangerouſly, of the infinitely perfect 
One, if we conſider not his Name, Word, Cove- 
nant, merciful Dealings with ſome, and the Pu- 
niſhment inflicted on others, as all of them holy. 
Query then, whether theſe four Things muſt not all 
of them be either acknowledged or denied together. 
(1. ) Sin is ſo abominable in the Nature of it, as to 
| | . render 


e Polbill, Ely in his Speculum Melis in Chriſtos 
Page 20. 


Land 


tender / the Creature juſtly obnoxious to God's ever= 


Afting: Diſpleaſure. (.) Infinite Holineſs and 


]uſtice eſſentially belong to him; | fo that he may 


as ſoon ceaſe to be at all, as ceaſe to hate Sin, or 


difacline to puniſh it. (3.) This infinitely holy 
and juſt One will not, cannot conſiſtently with 
his Pertecti forgive, - accept and ſav any of 
his guilty ſinful Creatures, but in Conſequence” of 
a Falfil ment of his holy righteous Law or, which 
is the ſame Thing, a Satisfaction to his Juſtice, 
either by themſelves or by ſome able ſufficient 
Perſon in their ſtead. (4.) The Puniſhment of 
damned Sinners, as ver incapable of ſatisfy ing the 
Demands of Law and Juſtice, muſt be endleſs,— 
if che God whom we ſerve. was infinitely good, 
without being as holy and juſt, he might and would, 
by one Means or another, work about, and make 
all Things to terminate in, the everlaſting com- 
pleat; Happineſs of all his rational Creatures. A 
Bod infinitely mercifol, but not equally holy, 
would inflict no Penalties but for the general 1 
Whereas the Scripture evidently diſtinguiſhes mode- 
vate;fatberly. Correftions, and ſeverer vindictive Pu- 
mſ/bments. See Pſal. vi. 1. Pſal. xxxviii. 1. Ia. xxvit. 
4 7 8, 9. Hebr. xii, 6, 7, 8. Cc. Chap. x. 30, 
9. Reuel. iii. 19. Why do the Deifts plead, 
that if chere is a State of future Puniſhments, ' thoſe 
Puniſhments will and muſt be medicinal ? Why 
does Mr. . affirm the fame as to the p 


Torments of Hades, with regard to many, and 
the moſt who undergo them; not without an Hope 


that thoſe of Gbenna may prove ſo too? Why do 
ſome hope for all the; Damneds being at length re- 
ſtored to the Favour of God, and others for an 
utter Deſtruction or Annihilation? Not becauſe 
the Scripture does plainly encourage ſuch Hopes, 
but becauſe they can't reconcile infinite Mercy, and 
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an infinite Diſlike to Sin : But they contemplate, and 
—_—_— 
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e upon, boundleſs divine Compaſſions, without 
2 Conceptions of infinite divine (Holineſs, 
and Juſtice. Theſe Perfections, as repreſented in 
the Scripture, they are inſenſible of; or not a 
little diſaffected: to. They like not ſuch a Deity 
as the God of 1/rael is declared to be: They chute 


rather a God who is all Mercy without Vengeance, 


zor vindictive} Juſtice *, - or ſuch an implacable 
Averſion to Sin as abſolutel; requires the puniſh- 
of it, and admits not of Forgiveneſs without a 
-Sattsfa#ion. But tis not my preſent Buſineſs or 
Deſign to expatiate on this Subject (che Connexion 
of the four Doctrines aftermentioned). However 
let me propoſe it to be conſidered, Whether Sin is 
not of ſo hateful a Nature as to involve the Crea- 
| ns in-a;juſt: Liableneſs to endleſs Puniſhments ? 
—— 4 Holy One is not infinitely averſe to Sin, 
and whether this greateſt poſſible Hatred of Sin 
does not require, either ſuch an Atonement as a 
ſuffering Redeemer hath made, or the everlaſting 
Suſſerings of guilty Creatures unintereſted in that 
Atonement? Whether the Doctrine we now oppoſe 
does not convey ſuch an Idea of inſinite Mercy, as no 
Wax conſiſts with infinite Holineſi, and whether Mr 
Ns ſuperficial unfair handling of this awful Subject, 
is not more calculated to miſlead the Unwary, 
chan to ſatisfy the Judicious, or them who tho- 
— 9 underſtand, and conſider the Subhect it in 
and 

6g. Is not that Doctrine ach likelier to be true, 
than its contrary, which appears to have the beſt 
Tendency to diſcourage Sin, and ſtrike the Minds 
of Sinners with a Dread of going on in their evil 
Maja? 2, 8 ow tis ne chat an of an 


| . cverlaſins 
| * . a to * R or arguing, 


Tuſtin Martyr, If there is a God ee 
2 * Oy &". 4 * My 
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everlaſting Hell, are much more likely to quicken 
Men to a Concern about their Souls, and render 
them fearful of continuing in Sin, than Hopes of 
God's being at length ſo merciful to the Damned 
as to put an end to their Torments ; even by Anni- 
| hilation. According to this there is Mercy in Store 
for the vileſt of the finally Impenitent : There is 
room for ſome Hope, even in the Caſe of ſuch. 
Many indeed there are, whom no Arguings can 
work to a thorough Perſwaſion of this. Nothing 
that Mr V. or others may alledge for leſſening the 
Guilt of Sin, the Terrors of God's Wrath, and the 
extremely wretched Condition of the Damned, 
can ſo far influence them, as te baniſh all. Fears 
and Suſpicions of the unguencbable Fire that the 
Scripture' does ſo plainly ſet before them. But 
were the Generality once able to reaſon themſelves 
into a firm fixed Perſwaſion of the Truth of Mr 
W. Doctrine, tis queſtionable whether Wickedneſs 
would not be ſomewhat commoner than it is, and 
whether many would not continue gratifying their 
Luſts, with greater Boldneſs, and Pleaſure, than 
preſent Terrors of future endleſs Torments will 
admit of... *Tis true, was the Annihilation in diſ- 
pute ever ſo certain, while endleſs Glory is reſerved 
for the Righteous, it would be egregious Folly and 
downright Madneſs for any willingly to forego this, 
or to neglect ſeeking after it by a ſincere Repentance, 
and a patient Continuance in well doing. If there 

was no unquenchable Fire, or never-dying Worm, 
to be apprehenſive of, would it not be much more 
eligible to enter into Life halt or maimed, than for 
the fake of preſent ſhort criminal Gratifications, 
or Omiſſions of Duty, to loſe ſolid, fatisfying, 
everlaſting Pleaſures, and riſk a being reduced to 
nothing for ever. I grant likewiſe, that if the 
truly Good do ſo far agree with Mr. V. as to diſ- 
believe the proper Eternity of Hell Torments, ſuch 

+. Lark #- 023 * © -—_— 
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a Miſtake is little diſſetviceable to them. Their 
Love to God being ſincere, their Hatred of Sin, as 
Sin, being unfeigned ; their Concern to live with 
Chriſt for ever being earneſt and habitual, they 
chuſe to. live Soberly, Righteouſly, and Godly . 
* in this World,” even though they apprehend no 
. endleſs Torments in that to come. But is not every 
Sentiment oppolite to theſe, encouraging to the in- 
ſincere and ungodly? Will it not harden ſuch in 
their Aver ſion to what is truly good, and Inclina- 
tion to what is Evil in the Sight of God»? _ 
6. Are not the Judgments of Gad unſearchable, 
and bis Mays paſt finding out? Since all God's Deal- 
W with the Creature are conducted by infinite 
Wiſdom, is it ſtrange if ſome of them are unfa- 
thomable by ſuch narrow confined Underſtandings 
as ours are? What then, if *cis extremely difficult 
to acount for the Equity, and Goodneſs, of ſo ter- 
rible a Procedure as our Doctrine ſuppoſes, muſt 
it therefore be arraigned as unjuſt, or unworthy. of 
God ; while the Word of Truth ſo often, and in 
ſuch ſtrong Terms, Ggnifies to vs the Reality of it, 
and gives ſuch a Repreſentation of the moſt Holy 
One as. ſeems to require it? If the infallible Word 
ſets before us eternal Life, and everlaſting Puniſbmeni, 
_ mult we judge the former too grand a thing for in- 
finite Mercy to vouchſaſe, or the latter too ſevere 
lor infinite Holineſs and Juſtice to inflict ? If the 
| Gentlemen whom we oppoſe. can ſeriouſly profeſs 
to this purpoſe; We have not neglected to 
e weigh the Arguments on both Sides ; we have 
e ” TC 1 | * conſidered 
ad 


The whole Gofpel is K evg, SiSaoxaria, 2 
Doctrine calculated to promote practical Godlineſs '(1 V. vi. 3. 
Nie. i. 1.) — . the Doctrine of the Aunibilatian of 
the Damued can be no Article of the Goſpel; fince it ſo mani- 


ſeſtly tends to encourage a Neglect of true Religion, in the 
coiQneſs iy of to Pell ſome Encouragement-to' impenitent 


* 
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« conſidered the Subject as thoroughly arid im- 
partially as we can; not without, a Diſtruſt of 
«, cur own reaſoning Powers, Apprehenſions of 
* ur own. Proneneſs to Miſtakes, and humble fre- 
6, _ Addreſſes to God for the Teachings and 
% Guidance; of his good Spirit 3˙˙ This might, 
and ſhould, perſwade us of the Integrity of their 
Hearts; but no ways oblige us to embrace a 
Tenet ſo generally deteſted by the beſt Chriſti- 
ans in all Ages, ſo repugnant to many expreſs 
| Scriptures, and ſo irreconcilable with God's in- 
finite Perfection, as the moſt Holy One, as theirs 
appears to be. 6 
But will not the Torments of the Damned bring 
ſome of them at leaſt to Repentance? And in that 
Caſe, why may they not obtain Forgiveneſi? 
K. 1. Put the Caſe that a/l, or /ome, of the 
Damned do at length become penitent; ſuppoſing 
not granting this; can it be proved that the Holy 
One muſt thereupon forgive, and diſcharge them? 
God is indeed ready to forgive returning Prodigals : 
There is forgiveneſs with him, and plenteous Re- 
demption, for the unworthieſt and vileſt, who are 
ſo far influenced by the good Word, and Spirit of 
God, while in this World, as to return to him by 
a ſincere unfeigned Repentance, and ſeek after Sal- 
vation in a Goſpel Way. But what is all this to the 
Damned ? If penitence Believers are forgiven, tis 
on the Foot of an Atonement. Repentance does 
not, cannot, merit a Pardon. Tis for the ſake of 
Chriſt only, or through the Merit of his Death, 
that Sinners perſwaded to return to God obtain 
Forgiveneſs. But, 
2. None of the Damned either will, or can ever 


| truly repent, : For, whatever Mr V. thinks, true | 
- ſaving Repentance is the Gift of God, (As. v. 31. 


Chap. xi. 18.) and God has no where given Pro- 
miſes of this ſaving Gift to any of er | 
I 3. In 
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ag. * the Apoſtles Time there were ſome 80 

no Chriſtians, upon rightly knowing their Caſe, 
were allowed to pray for. 1 Job. v. 16. „If any 
„% Man ſee his Brother ſin a Sin which is not unto 
„ Death (which the ſecond Death, or future Pu- 
<<//niſhment, does not unavoidably follow upon, 
«according to the Tenor of the Covenant of 
„Grace, he ſhall aſk,” deſire Repentance and 
Forgiveneſs for ſuch an one, and he, God or 
«© Chriſt,” ſhall give him Life,“ Pardon, a Title 
to eternal Life, Sc. for them who ſin not unto 
Death. There is a Sin unto Death;“ (a parti- 
cular kind of ſinning, or Degree of Guilt, that ac- 
cording to the Covenant is not pardonable) I do 
not ſay, that he, any Chriſtian whatever, 
_ © ſhall pray for it.”—Now is not this applicable to 
every one whom Death finds impenitent and 
unconverted ? Has God any where promiſed 
Repentance and Remiſſion of Sins to ſuch an 
one? There is therefore no Warrant to deſire 
or hope for the future Forgiveneſs, Repen- 
tance, and Releaſe of any one of the tormented 
in Hell. | 

But why may not infinite Mercy give Repentance 
tothe Damned in order to their being forgiven, 
and diſcharged, at leaſt by Annibilation. 

R. 1. The Scripture acknowledges no infinite 
Mercy but what conſiſts with infinite Holineſs ; 
which, doubtleſs, implies nothing leſs than the 
greateſt poſſible Hatred of Sin, and ſuch obſtinate 
Sinners as continue to neglect ſo great a Salvation 
as that which the Goſpel propounds to us. Heb. | 
i. 3. 

2. Since Repentance is the Gift of God throunh 
Chriſt, as every ſpiritual Bleſſing is, it conſiſts 

not with either Fuſtice or Mercy (the divine Juſtice, 
or the divine Mercy, reported to us by the Goſpel) 
chr to forgive any continuing impenitent, or to 
; grant 
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Frant Repentance to any whoſe Sins are not expia- 
ted by the Sufferings and Death of Chriſt. The 

Damned, therefore, are incapable of this' Gift ; 
conſequently incapable of Forgiveneſs, and if of For- 
_ giveneſs, of being annibilated: For whatever may be 
ſaſd as to our natural Deſires of Immortality ; 
*would certainly be a great Privilege for torment- 
ed damned Creatures to be releas'd, even by Anni. 
Hiation. Tis much better not to be at all, than 
c to fall into the Hands,” and continue in the 


5 « of the living God,” as an Avenger of 


But does not our Lord intimate, Matt. xii. 32. 
that Sins not pardoned in this World may be 2 
iven in that to come? Mr V. thinks he does: 
hereas the evident Meaning of thoſe Words is no 
more than bis, that the Sin ſpoken of could never 
be forgiven at all. So we are directed to under- 


ſand them, by the parallel Text in Mark Chap. iii. 


29.—be bath never Forgiveneſs —Some' hold that 
the World to come, in this Text 'of Matthew, may 
be Ihe Goſpel Age, or State, then approaching. It 


was therefore as though Chriſt had ſaid. The Sin 


«now ſpoken of can never be forgiven, either during 
«the legal CEconomy ready to expire, or in that 
following Goſpel Age which is ſoon to take place, 
c and continue to the End of this World.“ But not 
to inſiſt on that. The Fews vainly imagined, (as the 
Milfal in oriental Matters inform us) that ſome 
Sins not forgiven before Death, are to be expiated 
by Death it ſelf : Now in Oppoſition to that, our 
Lord, for ſtrongly aſſerting the extreme Danger of 
the Blaſphemers pointed at, might chuſe to expreſs 
himſelf thus“ it ſhall not be forgiven him; nei- 
c ther in this World, nor in the World to come.“ 


Be that as it will, other Scriptures repreſent all Sin- 


ners as finally proceeded againſt according to their 


Works done in the Body, (Matt, xxv. 42. &c. 
2 a 2 Corinth, 


- . 
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2 Corinth, y. 10.) and all condemned at * 
Day are to ſuffer everlaſting Puniſoments, for thoſe 
Works; from whence any impartial Perſon Ne] 
_ealily- Jafer, that no Sins continuing unr a | 
and unforgiven, during this preſent Li 
repented of, or forgiven, either in Mr 2 Lale 
or during che ultimate everlaſting Age to be conſe- 
quent thereupon. 55 
But, are not ſome Sinners more grievouſiy pu- 
niſhed than others, and this Mr VV. thinks can 
hardly conſiſt with the common Opinion of the 
proper Eternity of Hell Torments ? 1 anſwer. As 
different degrees of Guilt are contracted in this 
World ; tis reaſonable to ſuppoſe different De- 
grees of endleſs, Puniſoment in the next: I ſay, of 
endieſs Puniſhment, inſiſting upon it, as intelligible 
enough, that the exdle/s Duration, and different De- 
grees of future Torments are no ways inconſiſtent. 
Why may not vindictive Juſtice lay heavier ſtripes 
on ſome; than on others, and all be puniſhed for 
ever notwithſtanding ? If we are not bound to be- 
lieve this, there muſt be much ſolider Proofs of. the 
contrary than Mr V. or any others, as yet, have 
vouchſafed to preſent us with. If they can fairly 
overthrow what has been oſſered, they are 
called upon to attempt it. Tis pity but this Mat- 
ter ſhould be thoroughly canvaſſed, and examined 
40 dhe Bottom. Mr J. having engaged in an Op- 
poſition to the common Opinion, and J 1 
attempted to offer ſome what in ſupport of it; Vb 
may not others, more able, proſecute the Subject 
on either ſide; either adding Strength to Mr * 
arguing, or more thoroughly and effectually per 
forming what has been feebly, but, I 1 
honeſtly, and in the Fear of God attempted 
by mes Who, upon the whole, am free to ac- 
kRnowlege, (I.) That wiſe and good Men may 
BE: digen y Perſoaded as do the 7 5 of Fe, 
He, 
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Fire, and the Duration of Hell Torments. (2 
That Mr 's Oppoſition to the common Opinion, 
(tho ſeemingly, to the laſt Degree, extravagant, 
and therefore the leſs likely to ſeduce ſober ſerious 
'Enquirers after Truth) is rather more conſiſtent 
than that of others. For whereas, foregoing Diſ- 
puters againſt the proper Everlaſtingneſs of Hell 
Torments have not proceeded ſo far as to 
oppoſe the everlaſting Duration of Heaven's Joys, 
or to queſtion the abſolutely endleſs Duration of 
the higheſt, and beſt, of ſubordinate Beings ; *Tis 
evident from the Premiſes, and Mr V. ſeems to be 
ſenſible of it, that all theſe muſt ſtand or fall to- 
gether. If future Torments are not properly end- 
leſs, neither are the Joys of Heaven ſo: And if this 
is not true of bob; it will be difficult, nay impoſ- 
ſible, to prove that any ſubordinate Beings, or any 
beſides the moſt high God himſelf, will ſtrictly 
ſpeaking, live for ever. Nay, I think, 'tis not 
going too far to aſſert, that if the Scripture Ac- 
count of the Duration of Hell Torments (as well as 
of Heaven's Joys) does not amount to a Declaration, 
and Proof, of the proper Everlaſtingneſs of it 
neither can it be proved from the Scripture, that 
the great Jexovan himſelf will continue to be, 
and to be infinitely perfect, to all Eternity.— If 
any believing the proper Immortality of human 
Souls, diſtinguiſh the poſilive Puniſbments to be in- 
flicted on the Damned, and the unavoidable evil 
Conſequences of Sin, ſuppoſing the former to be 
temporary, and the latter ftrily everlaſting; this 
Opinion [I hold to be tolerable: Tis certainly 
much more ſo, than either that commonly im- 
puted to Origen, or Mr W²es; but whether it ex- 
actly correſponds to the Scripture Account? That 
is the Queſtion. Even according to this milder 
Repreſentation, the future everlaſting State of all 
the Damned will be 1 great Degree W 


82 A Colleftion of Gross Errors | 
But if the (poſitive Puniſhments pointed at are ex- 
\ * by their being caſt into an unquenchable 
ire, Sc. theſeas well as the unavoidable evil Conſe- 
quences of Sin in a future State (the Senſe of Guilt, 
Horror, Anguiſh of Spirit, unavoidably ariſing from 
lively Apprehenſions, of having to do with a Sin 
avenging God) muſt be ſtrictly and properly end- 
leſs: Since the Damned are ſpoken of not only 
as everlaſiingly deſtroyed, and puniſhed, but as caſt 
into Fire, and tormented therein, for ever, and 
ever. But I chuſe not to conclude without preſent- 
ing, A Catalogue, &c. of GROSS Errors, and 
MONSTROUS. A BSURDITIES, in Mir W?*s Book. 
1. The Tecond Apocryphal Eſdras was a 
„ true Prophet; and this Book ſtill extant in our 
, Bibles, is a genuine Prophecy of the Old Teſta- 
ment.“ This Mr V. ſays he has largely and fully 
proved; but to the Conviction of none that I 
know of. Tis too true, that this Apocryphal 
Book is flill extant in our Bibles, too often bound 
up with'them 3 and 'tis much to be lamented, that 
the Guides of the People are not ſo careful as they 
ſhould be, to ſecure their diſtinguiſhing between 
the truly Canonical, and uninſpired Books. Of this 
latter ſort is the Eſdras mentioned, if all the Learn- 
ed, except Mr V. and ſome few others, are not 
greatly miſtaken, Grabe was once ſo weak, and 
injudicious, as to fancy, that our Lord quoted 
this Book as a Part of the Jewiſßh Canon, under 
the Character of, oop/ Oe, the Wiſdom of God, 
- Luke xi. 49. in reply to which Dotage, together 
with what Mr V. has advanced as weakly, I 
content my ſelf with referring to the late Dr Lee's 
(che learned Author of the Hiſtory of Mountaniſm) 
„ Epiſtolary. Diſcourſe on the Books of Eſdras 
genuine and ſpurious, &7.? 
2. Not only that Eſdras, but the firſt Apo- 
cryphal Book ſo called, with 6 
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the Wiſdom of Solomon, | ſecond Book e Macca- 
bers, Teſtaments of the twelve Patriarchs, Revelation 
of . Moſes v, are ſacred Books of the Old Teſtament ; 
as the Epiſtles of Clement, the Apoſtolical Conſtitu- 
tions, Hermas, the Ignatian Epiſtles, thoſe of Poly- 
car p, and the Church of Smyrna, are of the New,” 
Here, as well as before, Mr W. is fo unhappy- 
as to err fundamentally. His Bible, and that of 
almoſt all other Chriſtians, are conſiderably dif- 
forent. Of the Apocrypbal Books with Hermas, 
and the Conſtitutions, I have given ſome Hints al- 
ready, and chuſe to add nothing farther at preſent. 
The Genuineneſs of the Igatian Epiſtles, has been 
irrefragably diſproved by the moſt learned Daille, 
and, ſeveral others.— The Teſtaments of the twelve 
Patriarchs, with the Sibylline Oracles, the Recogni- 
tions of. Clement, are, on good folid Grounds, 
reckoned generally to the ſecond Chriſtian Cen- 
tury, as Mr Vis ſecond Clementine Epiſtle is 
to the third. The pretended Epiſtle of Barnabas, 

which Mr V. here refers to as a Book of the New 
Teſtament, tho? elſewhere he denies it to be pro- 
perly/ Canonical *, has been invincibly proved 2 

on M 2 ar. ſpurious 


„ Befides; theſe,, Mr V. p. 26. gives us a Text from 7uffin 
Martyr, not found in 23 Copies. 725 ; 
Lord God of Ja- remembred his dead, that were aſleep in 
« the/Daſt of the Earth; and deſcended to them, to preach his 
«« Salvation to them.“ But inded Fu/ftin charges the Fews 
with eraſing this Text from the Sepruagint, not from their He- 
brew Copies. Suppoſing, not granting, it to be genuine, (1,) 
It makes againſt Mr . as a Denier of the proper, ſupreme 
Deity of Chriſt, in that it deſcribes him as the Lord God of 
| Thael!; à Character not communicable to any but the moſt 

high God. . (2.) The fbi in the Daf of the Earth might 
be figurative, (as in Ja. xxv1, 19.) and the Deſcent ſpoken of, 
might refer to his Incarnation, or his becoming an Inhabitant 
of our World (as for other Ends ſo),to preach the glad Tidings 
of Salvation to Sinners. 

* For this learned Reaſon, becauſe tis not mentioned in the 
Catalogue of ſacred Books extant in the laſt of the pretended 
A ical Canons, | 


{pyrious, filly, worthleſs Book by the late Mr 
J. Jones, in his Methed of jeltling 1he Canon of the 
New Teſtament.— As to theſe Authorities appealed 
to by our learned, fanciful:Author,:I aſſert, and 
could eaſily proye, as follows, (1.) The choiceſt 
of them are the genuine Epiſtle of Clement, that of 
Polycarp, and that of the,Church of Smyrna. (2.) 
Some of them clearly aſſert what Mr M. calls the Aiba - 
naſian Hereſy ; or the true Scripture Doctrine of the 
Trinity. (Clement*s Epiſtles, the Ignatian Epiſtles, the 
Conſtitutions, the Teſtaments of the twelve Pairiarchs.) 
(3.) None of them ſo much as ſeem to give 
Countenance to Mr Ws fingular Conceit, in re- 
gard to the Non-everlaſtingneſs of the future Life 
and Blefſedneſs of the Saints, with all other ſubordi- 
nate Beings. . (4.) Neither are any of them plainly 
favourable to his Opinion, as to the Annibilation 
of the Damned, and the Non-everlaftingneſs of 
Hell Torments, which, indeed, ſome of them 
expreſs as plainly as can be, Mr Vs ſecond Cle- 
mentine Epiſtle, directly applies thoſe Words, 
Iſs, xvi. 24. to wicked Profeſſors of Chriſtiani- 
« ty ;“ as do ſeveral other of the Ancients. What 
the Scripture calls, Hell Fire, the unguenchable Fire, 
* the ſecond Death, everlaſting Deſtrufion, &c, the 
ſpurious Barnabas, calls, ** everlaſting Death with 
« Puniſhment.” Ignatius likewiſe Calls it ever» 
laſting Death, (by way of Oppoſicion to that which 
is tempor ary) and everlaſting Puniſhment.” Again, 
The Church of Smyrna, deſcribes it by the Cha- 
racters of everlaſting Puniſhment, and the Fire 
* that is everlaſting and unquenchable.“ The 
fame, and ether- very ſtrong Expreſſions of the 
proper Everlaſtingneſs of Hell Torments occur in 
the | Recognitions of Clement, Juſtin Martyr, Ire. 
gu, &c. 5 | ct 7 Ma TER W 20 to 
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aud ABSURDITIES in Myr W's Bek. 8 5 
3. None of ibe Souls of the Faithful were admitted 
into Heaven, antecedently to our Lord's perſonal A) 
cent thitber after bit Reſurrectiun. The contrary 10 
this might be prov'd, from the Caſe of Znoch and 
Elijab ; from Fſal. Ixxiii. 24, 23; from our 
Lord's directing his Diſeiples while here on Earth 
to pray to God as their Father in Heaven ; from 
what he ſays of the Angels, Matt. xviii. 10. 
Wherever the Angels of God are; they are in 
Heaven: So are Saints departed ; and ſo have 
been from the Beginning. fo oe ein 
4. Chriſt at bim Death, or immediately on his 
expiring on the Croſs, deſceuded 10 an infernal 
Apartment called Hades, where be preached tbe glad 
Tidings of Salvation 'by bimſelf to the old pious Pu- 
triarchs, and others dead before, and at ibe Flood: 
Wheroby thoſe Patriarchs, ubo wanted nothing 10 
render them capable "of Heaven, but ibe Admiſſion 
under their Head, the great Meſſiah, and Saviour 
of all, © joyfully believed on him, and were admitted 
into the Cbriſtian Covenant, and aſcended with 
bim after his Reſurrection into Heaven, pag. 44; 


n | 

10 The liks was done by Chriſt, and afterwards by 
bir Apoſtles, not only to the pious Patriarchs, but 10 
thoſe cube were diſobedient in the Days of Noah 40%: 
Which evidently implies, - that even theſe were capable 
of that Repentance in Hades, which they could not be 
brought to by the Preaching of Noah. This Mr V. 
infers partly from two Texts miſerably perverted, 
(1 Pet. iii. 18, 19. Chap. iv. 6.) from a pretend- 
ed Text in Feremiab; from an Account of Thad- 
devs in our preſent Copies of Euſebius (which Mr 
J. Jones, has plainly proved to be an Interpola- 
tion) from a Paſſage in Hermas, Clement of Alexan- 
dria, and Origen, as well as the larger Inatian 
Epiſtle to the Trallians. | 6 a 
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6. The Son and Spirit of God did not only preach 
the Geſpel in Hades, but actually baptiz'd Men there. 
What old Herma relates in a viſionary Way, Mr .. 
conceits to be Fact, pag. 59: Into what Weakneſs, 
and Dotages, are Men berray'd, when they tranſ- 
greſs Scripture Limits, and ate ſo enſlaved to An- 
tiquity, as to join antient Dreams, of we know 
not whom, with the infallible: Word of God? 
Who Herma, was, and when he wrote, none can cer- 
tainly, tell. The famous Decree of 3 votes 
* Paſtor to be apocryphal or ſpurious. 

The firſt who takes any notice of him is Cle- 
me of Alexandria; who, .: with all his celebrated 
Learning, was ſtrangely impoſed on in regard to 
other ſpurious Tracts as well as ibis: But neither, 
be, nor any of the Antients, quote it or ever refer 
to it, as a Book of Canonical Scripture. But to 
offer ſome: ſhore! Hinis, of what might eaſily be 
made good, in Oppoſition to the three laſt men- 
tioned Tenets of Mr V. The Scripture ſpeaks of 
our deceaſed Saviour not as deſcending to Hades, but 
as aſcending 1 Paradiſe . the ſame with Heaven. 
2 Cor. xii. 2, 4. MRevel. ii. 7, — The Preaching 
mentioned i Pet, iii. 19. was not of- Chriſt's ſepa- 
rate or diſembodied Spirit to Souls confined in the 
Papiſis Purgatory, or Mr W's Hades, but of the 
Spirit of Chriſt, in or by Noab, to theſe antedilu- 
vian Sinners who were in Priſon, at the Time of 
15 ae ch kid e __ other 

Old 


y 1 nſtead of as Article in the active Creed, He Abend 
into Hell, ſhould be, He a/cended to- Paradiſe. The former is 
either a "needleſs Tautology, or an Impropriety of Speech, or a 
ge Fase, however antient. If by Hell or Hades is 
meant the Grave, tis a Tautology. If thereby the State of 
departed good Souls is meant, it ſhould be, not, he deſcended, 
but he aſcended; If the Popiſh Purgatory, or the State of the 
Damned is meant, the Article is ſalſe; even though it began 
to be a part of the common Creed about the Cloſe of the 1 Vth 
Century, and is taken notice of by ſome earlier Fathers. 
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Old Teſtament Believers, - were capable of an Ad- 
miſſion into the Kingdom of Heaven, even before 
the Incarnation, as redeemed by Chriſt ; the Bene- 
fit of whoſe Death extended itſelf through all 
foregoing Times from the firſt Promiſe, Rom. iii. 
25. Heb. ix. 25, —All thoſe Believers: were in Co- 
venant with God; and the Abrabamicłk Covenant, 
which gave them their Title to the Heavenly In- 
heritance, was, whether Mr V. knows it or no, 
the ſame will the Chriſtian, or Goſpel Covenant; as 
has been often prov'd. That our Lord deſcended 
from Heaven alone, we are free to acknowledge; 
but that he aſcended with a Multitude, the genuine 
Scripture no where tells us; and was it neceſſary the 
contrary might eaſily be made very probable, in 
Oppoſition to Mr V. and his antient Monuments.— 
That none who leave this World impenitent are 
capable of Repentance in Hades, has been proved 
already in ſome Meaſure, and a fuller Confirma- 
tion ſhall be given of it to the Shame' and Confu- 
fon of ſuch half taught Divines as Mr V. if call- 
ed for. That Souls are, or have been baptized in 
Hades, to qualify them for an Admiſſion into 
Heaven, is ſo unphiloſophical, unſcriptural, and 
every way abſurd, as to require no Confutation. 

7. We all go to Hades when we die; none 10 
Heaven or Gebenna *till the Day of Judgment, pag. 
46. This has been diſproved already, as far as is 
needful for the preſent. | 

8. The Souls of Men are no otherwiſe im- 
4 mortal than as they ſurvive their Bodies“ for a 
Time, This is not more contrary to what we 
have advanced before, than, to the Homily con- 
cerning Hades quoted, pag. 66, 67. and the Re- 
cognitions of Clement *, celebrated by Mr W. as a 


very 


Ir V. quotes this as from Thaddeus, and Jenatins. The 
former is mentioned in a part of the En/ebjan Hiftory _ 
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vefy excellent, and a very antient Book. *Tis in- 
deed-as antient as the ſecond Century. It was not 
Ciemem's in the Judgment of Evſebins and Jerom, 
who acknowledged none of the Books fathered on 
that venerable Antient but his Epiſtle to the Corin- 
#hians, How excellent it is, let the learned 


9. The fature Life, and Bleſſedneſs, of the Saints, 
how long ſoever, will not be properly endleſs. Let 
Mr V. mention one Text of Scripture, one antient 
eccleſiaſtical Writer, or any one Modern of Re- 
putation, who concurs with him in this raſh Aſſer- 
tion of his. The pretended Apoftolical Conſtitu- 
lions, in as plain ſtrong Words as can be uſed, at- 
teſt. the contrary. — So do JusrIx MarTyYR, 
and the other Antients. — I never heard that either 
Mr W's three Worthies, mentioned pag. 1, 2. or 
Dr T-—2, or Socinus, or Mr Locke,' or any of 
the celebrated Maderns, did ever call in Queſtion 
_ the proper Everlaſtingneſs of the Joys of Heaven. 

10. © The future Miſeries of the Wicked, in- 
« ſtead of being properly everlaſting, will be of 
«© a much ſhorter Continuance than the future Bleſ- 
«© ſedneſs of the Righteous. - And we are to judge 
<« of the great Inequality in ſuch Ages, (ave) as 
% are allotted to ſome; and others of the Damned, 
c and their Torments, either from the Syſtem of 
'« . World (according to which fome of the 
« Damned may continue tormented Sixty-eight 
% Yeats, others five Hundred and Seventy-five 
«© Years) or from the famous Ages into which the 
.«& Doration of the World is divided by the old 
® Sibylline Oracles, &c. pag. 392.” T_ 


Mr. J. Jones has prov'd to be ſpurious. —This Tradition, as 
ſound in Mr W's. Enatius, is one of the many Proofs that 
might be given of his not being the tru? ' /gnatins, or his Epi- 
files being conſiderably corrupt t. vt - 25007 
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hold to be as ridiculous as the numeral Divinity 


of Barnabas, the Apoſtolical Conftitutions, and 


Clemens Alexandrinus, afore pointed at. 

11.“ There is great Reaſon to hope, that af- 
C ter all the gracious Methods of Providence have 
« been tried, both in this World, and in Hades, 
e the far greater Part of Mankind will at Length 
te be brought to ſome Degree of Salvation.” p. 118, 
What Mr V. means by ſome Degree of Salvation 
he beſt knows. All truly good Chriſtians are al- 
ready brought to ſome Degree of Salvation, during 
the preſent Life, 2 Tim. i. 9. Titus iii. 5. If his 
Meaning is, that the far greater Part of Mankind 
will be brought, by one Means or another, to 
ſome Degree of future Bleſſedneſs, *tis much more 
eaſily affirmed than proved. Neither his Eſdras and 
= 475g nor the genuine Scriptures ſay any thing 

e it. or 

12. As St Barnabas thought the Time of 
Judgment and Perdition was very near in his 
« Days; the ſame was the conſtant Opinion of the 
« reſt of the Apoſtles alſo, till a long Interval be- 
c 'tween the firſt coming of the Meſſias, and the 
« great Day of Judgment was revealed firſt to 
« St Hermas, and afterwards to St Fohn : Which 
* Revelations put an End to that Miſtake among 
« Chriſtians.” Ridiculous! Whatever Mrs 
Barnabas thought; that this was not the Opinion 
of the Apoſtles, is evident from 2 The. ii. Was 
not that Epiſtle prior both to the Viſions of Her- 
mas, and the Apocalypſe of St John? And does 
not the Apoſtle there, for undeceiving ſome good 
People of Theſſalonica, foretel a long Interval be- 
tween the firſt and ſecond coming of _ Chriſt? 
If the Apoſtles ſometimes ſpeak of the Day of the 
Lord as approaching, or near, tis meant either of 
the Time of Chriſt's executing'Vengeance on the 
Jews by the Roman es (Heb. x. 25; TM 
: ö V. 89. 
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V. 8. 1 Pet. iv. 7.) Or, if the leſt Day is in- 
tended, how ſuch Declarations of the Nearneſs of 
it are to be underſtood, the Apoſtle Peter informs 
us, 2 Pet. iii. 8, 9, Cc. Beſides, This Opinion 
ſo ignorantly imputed to the Apoſtles by Mr JF. 
did not preſently ceaſe among Chriſtians. There 
are Notices of it in both the IId and IIId Cen- 
turies, | 

13. The Son of God, and the Holy Ghoſt ſhall not 
continue in Being, and Life, to all Eternity. This, 
of all Mr Ws Errors and Abſurdities is the moſt 
grols, and monſtrous. He does not ſpeak it out 
quite ſo plainly as the others; but aſſerts what 
undeniably. implies it. I have already given one 
Paſſage of his to this Purpoſe, p. 16. He: ſpeaks 
indeed of finite and ſubordinate Creatures: But what 
does he mean by ihbat? Are there infinite Crea- 
tures, or Creatures not ſubordinate to the moſt 
High? Afterwards, having quoted a Paſſage in 
Juſtin Martyr, * he adds, p. 73. As to any 
Creatures Co-eternity with God himſelf, I am 
<< not ſatisfied that it ever came directly into the 
<< Notions of ſober Men, till ſome time after the 
Days of this Author; what Opinion ſoever 
«© modern philoſophical Men may have entertain- 
<< ed of ſuch an amazing Co- eternity.“ That no 


Creature is, or can be co-eternal -with God, all 


grant. To ſpeak properly, the moſt dignified 
created Beings, are not co-eternal with the great Je- 
| hovah, either, 2 parte ante, or, 4 parte poſt : 
Since the latter implies, not only a ftriftly ever- 
laſting Exiſtence, which is communicable to whom 
God pleaſes ;, but Tmmutability, and Inde- 
2 which are abſolutely incommunicable. 


one but the eternal and unchangeable Jznovan 


has a right to ſay, either, I am tbe Firſt, or, I am 
the Laſt. But what Mr V. intends: by the 
. with God, which he denies to all Crea- 
0 tures, 
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tures, every Reader of this Book of his iſcerns 3 

At p. 96. he ſays, Such a Notion — ever 

e ſtarted before the Days of Athanaſius, that any bo- 

«© gotten or created Being had been d parts ante, were 

< to be 4 parte poſt, truly and properly co-eternal to it's 

« Creator.” here (1.) He confounds begotten, and 
. Freated; thereby including the Sen and Spirit of God, 

| (2.) He denies any ſuch Beings to be co-eternal with God 
the Creator, not only d parte ante, but d parte pot ; 
which as it ſtands in Mr s Book, denies not meerly 
their being immutable and independent, but their being 
ftritly everlaſiing alſo. Thus widely does this Gentle- 
man differ from other Chriſtians and Divines. They, 
generally, aſcribe Immortality to the Souls of Men, as 
well as to Angels: Mr W. will not acknowledge thus 
much even of the Redemeer and SanQifer of God's Pep» 
ple Lamentable and ſhocking is the Progreſs of this 
Gentleman in dangerous Error: From firſt queſtioning, 
and then peremptorily denying, the proper Eternity of Hall 
Torments, he gradually proceeds to ſuch a Length, as to 
oppoſe, not only the proper. Immortality of human 
Souls, and the Everlaſtingneſs of the Joys of Heaven, but 
the ſtrictly endleſs Duration of the higheſt and beſt of 
Creatures, who according to Mr V. are the Son of God, 
and the Holy Gho/t. Whether the Apoſtolical Cenſure 
that-introduces this Tract is, as yet, applicable to bim, 
the Searcher of Hearts alone knows, 

To this Catalogue of Errors and Abſurdities, I might 
ſubjoin, what Mr V. writes as to the Doctrines of the . 
Trinity and Original Sin. Each of theſe, is with him, 3 
a moſt abſurd dangerous Tenet. But the debating of 
that is no part of my preſent Province, I only obſerve 
nas to the latter two Things. (J.) "Tis not contradicted 

by that in the Apoftolical Conflitutions, cited by Mr V. 

p. 60.“ Where there is no Sin, there is no Puniſhment.” 

' Augu/tix might have ſubſcribed this as well as Pelagins ; 
and the Calvini/ts believe it as ſincerely as Mr V. can 
do. (2.) 'Tis witneſſed to even by the Apocryphal Eſdrat, 

(2 Eſd. iii. 21, 22.) and ſeveral other of Mr s Au- 

thorities, as Clemens Romanus, Hermas, Juſtin Mariyr, 

Ireneus, Clement of Aizxandria,. I put down one P "_ 
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concluſiveneſs of it, be made to appear.— God grant to 
Mr . and thoſe in the fame Sentiments with him, that 
they may be directed into a ſufficient Knowledge of the 
Trump; that their Underftandings may be opened to 
underſtand the Scriptures better than ever; that they may 
never know by ſad Experience, what the ſecond Death, 
the Wrath to come, the everlaſting D-/truftion, the un- 
gquenchable Fire, are, that divine Juſtice has prepared, as 
for all other impenitent Sinners, ſo particularly for the 
6 Contentious, and them who receive not the Love of the 
Truth that they may be ſaved,” — Amen. 
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